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Major problems for 1993 


Searchlight believes that the democratic system in many countries is now under 
severe strain and threat from the forces of extremism and intolerance. The ero- 
sion of the rights of Europe’s black population, many of whom have lived and 
worked in this part of the world for generations and who number probably more 
than 16 million in the new Europe, as well as the declining economic situation 
and the growth of fascist organisations, in terms of both violence and votes, are 
producing a bleak scenario, at least for the immediate future. 

If anti-fascists are to stop losing ground in the face of racist and fascist threats, 
we must look to broaden our base to build an opposition that is not confined to 
the political fringes. The core of such a movement has to come firstly from those 
who have spent decades combating the twin evils of racism and fascism by gath- 
ering intelligence on them and properly analysing the real danger they represent. 
But it must also include those who have not been shy to confront the fascists head 
on when the need has arisen, as well as people in trade unions, parliament, 
churches and other religious communities. Of course the movement must also 
encompass people of all ethnic communities, both in in the ranks and in the lead- 
ership, if we are to confront the enemy with some consensus of view on how to 
conduct the fight. 

The sell out by the German Social Democrats in conceding a change in the 
German constitution which will make their country a bastion of “fortress 
Europe” is just one examples of the centre caving in to the extremists at the first 
signs of trouble. Hundreds of thousands of people have now demonstrated 
against racism and fascism on the streets of Germany, but this is to no avail if 
they allow the government and opposition to behave in an openly racist manner. 
In Britain the battle against the asylum bill cannot be seen in isolation from racist 
and antisemitic terror, nor can it be divorced from ongoing institutional racism. 

The nazis stand ready to exploit every situation, from the mass sackings of min- 
ers to the conflict between members of the Hindu and Muslim communities. 
Although the police are strenuously denying any white extremist connection in 
the recent wave of mosque and temple attacks, it is clear that in the Midlands, an 
area where the British National Party, Ku Klux Klan and Blood and Honour are 
active, the attacks on Sikh places of worship have not been carried out by Hindus 
or Muslims and are highly likely to be linked with the recent wave of Klan cross 
burnings in the area. 

While the BNP has not broken out of the extreme political fringe to which it is 
confined in terms of recruitment of new members, the steady growth in its physi- 
cal actions against blacks, Jews and its political opponents is surely proof that we 
cannot stand by looking at what is going on in Germany without dealing rapidly 
with the forces of terror in our own community. 
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1992 — 
the year 
the nazis 
— got off 
the leash 


When, in early 1992, Searchlight put 
forward an analysis of what might 
happen if John Major was returned as 
prime minister, we did not expect 
events would prove us so correct so 
quickly. 


The far right of the Conservative camp has 
seen clashes in the past few months between 
the leadership of the openly antisemitic and 
often fascistic Western Goals and some of the 
more staid, traditional Conservative right- 
wingers in the Monday Club. The Monday 
Club’s decision to use the rule book to 
prevent Gregory Lauder-Frost, leader of 
Western Goals, from gaining control during 
this year’s club leadership elections has 
clearly been justified, with Lauder-Frost now 
serving a two-year prison sentence for a 
serious fraud on his former employer. 

Since Frost’s conviction, rumours have 
circulated that the money he claimed was 
being pumped into an English tea-room and 
bookshop in St Petersburg was in reality 
being used to buy weapons from corrupt Red 
Army officers. The destination of these 
weapons is anybody’s guess. 

Frost had already blotted his copybook by 
sharing a platform with Ernst Ziindel, the 
German-Canadian neo-nazi, and David 
Irving, the revisionist writer, at Irving’s last 
London seminar, which was _ physically 
protected and dominated by members of the 
British National Party. 

It is now being suggested that the invitation 
to Mussolini’s granddaughter to address a 
fringe meeting at the 1992 Tory party 
conference was in fact a sophisticated scam to 
attract right-wingers to Western Goals and 
embarrass the party leadership, and that the 
meeting was never really intended to take 
place. 

With Lauder-Frost sitting in his prison cell 
contemplating his non-political future, his 
colleagues, like Stuart Millson and Jonathan 
Bowden, have been busy, as we predicted, in 
creating through their European Books 
Society a Revolutionary Conservative group 
with a similarly-named magazine. 

While Bowden continues to play games in 
the Conservative party, Millson has 
concentrated his efforts in the Anti-Federal 
Europe campaign. But it is the presence 
among the Revolutionary Conservatives of 


Revolutionary Conservative Stuart Millson gives a familiar salute, probably 


learnt during his time in the British National Party. 


three former key National Front executive 
members that is most disturbing. 

One of them, Tom Acton, is still involved 
with the notorious Hancock far-right printing 
press in Uckfield, Sussex. Steve Brady may 
well now have wormed his way into the 
Conservative party proper. He continues to 
earn his living in the computer section of the 
Mercedes Benz motor company in Milton 
Keynes. The third, Mark Cotterill, whose 
attempts to set up an _ anti-European 
movement in the West Country with other 
former National Fronters were exposed as a 
fascist plot, appears to have overcome this 
bad publicity and has also been accepted into 
membership of the Conservative party. 

Others thought to be involved in the new 
grouping include Alan Harvey, a key link 
man between Ulster loyalists and South 
Africa’s military intelligence dirty tricks 
departments. 

A recent gathering of the “revolutionary 
conservatives” also included a number of 


lan Anderson (right), Oxford and National Front chair failed, with a small but 


prison officers from Wandsworth prison in 
London. The names of Graham Williamson 
and Patrick Harrington, of the Third Way, are 
also being bandied around as being “in 
touch”. 

Former senior National Fronters like Acton 
and Brady are now saying that this is the 
organisation their former chief, NF chairman 
Ian Anderson, would liked to have set up, if 
he had had the political wit or clout to do so, 
as he watched his own organisation shattering 
down to a membership of around 300. 


Facing new front 


Anderson, now alone, with the exception of 
old Mosleyite Peter Marriner and the 
thuggish Terry Blackham, may be about to 
face attack on a totally new front. Questions 
are hanging over what happened to a very 
large bequest that was made to the movement 
a few years ago. The money, which some 
people suggest was more than £60,000, was 
willed to the NF and technically Patrick 


perfectly formed Chelsea headhunter on Remembrance Sunday. 
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Harrington may have had some claim to it by 
arguing that his old breakaway group was the 
legitimate and constitutional party. 

Rumour has it that part of the money was 
also intended for the British Movement. We 
are sure Danny Tolan and the current 
leadership of the secretive British National 
Socialist Movement, British Movement’s 
successor organisation, never saw a brass 
farthing of the bequest, because Michael 
McLaughlin, their former and unlamented 
leader, continued to keep a bank account in 
the name of British Movement. This is said to 
have been used to launder a chunk of the 
bequest for the benefit of McLaughlin and 


Anderson’s wing of the NF, although it is 
now claimed that much of the cash never 
actually found its way into the NF proper. 

The aspiring Tory revolutionaries may be 
hoping to benefit from the fairly substantial 
sums of money being raised in Britain by 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, the French fascist leader. 
It is understood that the discussions that took 
place in the confines of Le Pen’s hotel room 
late last year, between him and his officials 
on the one hand and Brady and Acton on the 
other, ended with the promise that this money 
would be directed to a movement in this 
country once proportional representation had 
been introduced. 


A certain European politician would have loved The 
Revolutionary Conservative... 


The Revolutionary Conservative believes in the nation-state, national sovereignty and 
individual national identity - quite a difference from the stand taken by the gentleman pictured 
below. Yet this was a man who loved ideas, debate, and intellectual rigour - a man who 
loathed ignorance and stupidity - a man who preferred challenging alternatives to safe, 
authorised.opinions. Although disagreeing with some of our conclusions, you too may 
discover an interesting world of ideas - a new elitist philosophy for an age that only seems to 
value Madonna and Michael Jackson. So if you prefer Byron, Mahler, Wagner and Goethe to 
reggae, Eastenders, Paddy Ashdown and pop music, subscribe now to The Revolutionary 
Conservative. 


The Revolutionary Conservative is published four times a year. An individual copy costs 


£1.50, but you can enjoy a year's subscription for just £5.00. Write now, enciosing a 
cheque (made. payable to The Revolutionary Conservative) or a postal order, to The 
Editors, The Revolutionary Conservative, BCM 6137, London WCIN 3XX. 


INTRODUCING THE 
EUROPEAN BOOKS SOCIETY 


The objective of the European Books Society is:to advance and popularise the 
ideas and ideals of radical-conservatism, for it is from such ideas, when held 
by an intellectually aware, opinion-forming elite, that actions and policies flow. 


For haif'a century Europe was held in the grip of two tyrannies, a brutal communist 
one in the East, and a subtler, and thus more dangerous, liberal intellectual tyranny in 
the West. Now communism has collapsed but the West still struggles beneath the 


dogmas of ‘political correctness’, egalitarian levelling 


, Sterile Ccosmopolitanism, 


consumerism and the ‘Coca-Colonisation’ of European civilisation. 


if the nations and peoples ‘of Europe are to survive a new ethos is needed, a 
‘revaluation of all values’. The European Books Society hopes to play a smail, but 
useful, role in this process, in this battle of ideas. 


FIRSTLY - we aim to publish books challenging the values of bland, liberal 
universalism, that have dominated European thought increasingly since the so/osant 
‘Enlightenment’, and almost exclusively over the last half-century. Books by writers 


such as Julius Evola, Ernst Junger, Moeller van den Bruck and Ze 


ev Jabotinsky. As a 


start we have published Man & Jechnics by the great German conservative thinker 


Oswald Spengler. 


SECONDLY - We aim to make the works of radical conservative thinkers, and others, 
more readily accessible, by running a mail order books service, offering titles not 


normally easily obtainable in the average 


High Street bookshop. This, our first 


booklist, is only a beginning: we hope to greatly enhance the range of titles stocked, 
as soon as we are able. We do not necessarily agree with, or endorse, the contents of 
all these books; we offer them solely on the basis that they are of intellectual interest. 


If you would like to help the European Books Society you can register as a 
supporter - send us a stamped addressed envelope for details. 


Top: The introductory notice of the European Books Society, which sounds 
remarkably like an extract from the writings of Patrick Harrington’s Third Way. 
Above: An extract from The Revolutionary Conservative, espousing the values of 
the late and unlamented blackshirt leader, Sir Oswald Mosley. 
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In the meantime, rumours persist that the 
European Books Society might be receiving 
offshore funding from various far-right MEPs 
who are misusing funds paid to them by the 
European parliament for legitimate activities 
in their own countries. 

Keith Thompson, former boss of the 
League of St George, is thought to be 
spending more time with this mob since the 
more traditional extreme right gave him the 
thumbs down as a long-time security risk. 

David Irving, who has found himself 
banned from a growing number of countries 
around the world, is threatening to hold a 
meeting at a London university later this 
month. According to inside sources, the 


revisionist pen pusher has 18 January 
pencilled in for this great event. 
Relations between the most banned 


historian and the revisionist Institute for 
Historical Review are said to be at an all time 
low. Since the institute received a bequest of 
around £8 million last year, it has been trying 
clean up its act. Irving’s run-ins with the 
courts internationally and his association on 
the streets with openly neo-nazi organisations 
in Germany, Britain and Canada are not the 
image the institute most wants. Part of its 
newly gained wealth will be used to 
encourage more middle of the road writers 
and historians to participate in the institute’s 
vile activities. 

Although Irving’s name and presence have 
been in the forefront at a number of far-right 
gatherings as well as within the BNP, it 
appears his often irrational behaviour and his 
general contempt for anybody’s opinions 
except his own are starting to push his name 
down the list of potential leaders of any mid- 
1990s revival of a broad-based far-right 
coalition. 


Criminal conspiracy 


The British National Party, which we still 
insist on calling a criminal conspiracy rather 
than a political movement, is the organisation 
that is gaining the most recruits, votes and 
publicity. The 20 per cent of the poll it won in 
a local election in east London late last year 
has left its leaders thinking that standing in 
elections is not such a dead loss as they 
thought 18 months ago. With the European 
elections on the horizon, they may consider 
strategic candidatures. 

The biggest obstacle they still have is the 
ambiguity of party leader John Tyndall, who 
craves both respectability and the ability to 
deploy his “heavy mob” at the same time. 
The membership of around 3,000 fortunately 
is not drawn from disgruntled members of the 
public but consists mostly of former activists 
of the failed National Front. 

The sheer volume and style’of criminal 
thuggery the BNP encompasses is more than 
enough to scare off all but the most hard- 
bitten racist or fascist. One really has to be a 
full-blown nazi headbanger to sign up. 

But some in the BNP are trying to be a bit 
more political, for example, in trying to take 
advantage of the plight of British miners. 
BNP members have handed out leaflets 
claiming to defend miners’ rights in at least 
three areas of the country. On two occasions 
the BNP leafleters had to leave in a hurry 
when the miners decided to have a 
meaningful political discussion with them. 


But in Mansfield and the surrounding area of 
the Nottingham coalfields, some of the 
existing BNP hard-core members appear to 
have backgrounds in the mining industry. 

The growth of confrontational quasi- 
paramilitary groups like C18 is a problem not 
only for anti-fascists but also for the BNP’s 
own continued legal existence. Every time 
another organised act of violence takes place, 
the call that Searchlight and a number of 
members of the European parliament made 15 
months ago for a ban on the BNP is given 
more justification. So violent are these 
elements that leaders of the BNP fear that the 
violent tail is increasingly dictating the 
direction the whole organisation is taking. 

The past year has seen a growing number 
of BNP, British National Socialist Movement 
and Blood and Honour activists in court on 
very serious charges involving organised 
violence. 

On the propaganda side, the BNP’s papers 
and magazines, such as British Nationalist 
and Spearhead, appear to be stuck in a sales 
rut with very little growth in circulation. 

Whether it be election rallies or the series 
of joint meetings held with David Irving and 
his American revisionist cronies, no fresh 
blood appears to be attending and they are 
literally ranting at themselves. It is highly 
unlikely that the BNP will be able to climb 
clear of this political ghetto because of its 
open nazism and the high level of violence in 
which its members are involved. 

For some on the far right, the frustration of 
seeing their overseas partners in crime 
growing, both at the ballot box and on the 
streets, from Moscow to Madrid, is becoming 
unbearable and is leading to violent criminal 
recklessness to assuage the discontentment 
over their lack of political success. 


National Socialists 


The British National Socialist Movement, the 
small but imperfectly secured hard-core 
national socialist organisation in Britain, is 
suffering from the same strains as the BNP. 
Most of the few hundred members are long- 
time street fighters and ideological purists 
when it comes to their love of the Fiihrer and 
all his works. But their attempts to operate 
purely behind closed doors are being 
challenged constantly from within by the 
more physically violent elements, who cannot 
resist putting themselves on show in places 
like Eltham and Waterloo. 

But their influence in the north Kent and 
southeast London area among _ fairly 
substantial numbers of young racist street 
activists should not be underestimated. 

Closely allied to the BNP and BNSM are 
the 2,000 mainly young activists involved in 
Blood and Honour circles. Constant police 
activity against them up and down the 
country over the last 18 months has forced 
Blood and Honour totally to reconstruct its 
mail order services and general activities (see 
page 7). 

The BNP, Blood and Honour and the 
BNSM have all contributed to the 400-strong 
membership of the British branch of the Ku 
Klux Klan. The link between Blood and 
Honour and the BNP in the Midlands and 
Klan cross-burnings in the area should not be 
overlooked. 

Two other organisations are marginal to the 


mainstream far right but have, in the case of 
the League of St George, the ability to 
influence and, in the case of the Church of the 
Creator, the potential for a high level of 
organised violence and terror. 

The League, beset by illness and security 
scares over the last two years, has tried to 
rekindle some joint activity with surviving 
Mosleyites (the League’s original leaders 
broke away from Mosley’s Union Movement 
in the mid 1970s). Some of the old blackshirts 
are fairly wealthy and others have clout in 
mainstream society that is the envy of all 
other far-right groups in Britain. 

Lucy Roberts’s cancer operation some time 


ago has left her far less active in the League. 
Michael Griffin, while still maintaining a 
peripheral interest and helping to run the 
Michael Collins Association, appears keener 
on making money through his insurance and 
pensions business than running around with 
the likes of Don Turner, Dougie Harrison and 
John Harrison (no relation). 

John Harrison has been left to run the 
League on a day to day basis whilst earning a 
crust as a security guard at the Ford motor 
works in Dagenham. Turner, who works in 
the dispatch department at Mirror 
newspapers, is responsible for the League’s 
mail order book service, Steven Books. 


Top: John Tyndall, Fuhrer of the BNP, loses even more of his implanted hair 
worrying about a potential C18 coup in his party. Oh for the days of the night of 
the long knives... Above: David Irving (right) fails in an attempt to lay down the 
law to Daniel Levitas, director of the Centre for Democratic Renewal, as his rally 
in Atlanta, Georgia, ends in chaos. 


Searchlight, January 1993 5 


Turner was drummed out of the Territorial 
Army some years ago, where he held the rank 
of captain, after his pro-nazi interests were 
exposed. 

The Church of the Creator, an offshoot of 
the American pagan nazi outfit of the same 
name, strengthened its links with its American 
parent organisation last year with a trip by at 
least one of its officers to visit Ben Klassen, 
the Church’s very wealthy boss. 

Its internal publications in Britain include a 
page of instructions on where to find anti- 
fascists and another page explaining how to 
make Molotov cocktails. 

Still alive, kicking and active in some very 
interesting circles, is the International Third 
Position (ITP), led by Nick Griffin. Griffin is 
still deeply involved in causes Welsh, as well 
as allowing one of his more remote properties 
- to be used for paramilitary training. 


Hardline nazis 


This may be connected to the non-stop travels 
by Griffin’s acolyte Colin Todd to places like 
Baghdad and Madrid. According to Spanish 
police sources, a delegation from the ITP, led 
by Todd, turned up at an_ international 
gathering of hardline nazis from around the 
world. Also present was a small delegation 
from the Odal Ring, the British National 
Party’s international set-up. 

The connection between the BNP and ITP 
may be deeper than this, as Nick Griffin and 
his chums were in charge of security at David 
Irving’s London seminar in 1991, heavily 
attended by the BNP, from which Fred 
Leuchter, so-called gas chamber expert, was 
arrested and deported. 

This security operation appeared to be part 
of a set-up that former squaddie Chris 
Marchant is running. It is also thought that 
Marchant has been responsible for laying on 
security for a right-wing Turkish millionaire 
businessman facing large-scale fraud charges 
in London. 

It seems, however, that at Irving’s 
subsequent seminars the BNP’s own 
stewards’ organisation pushed out Chris 
Marchant and the ITP. 

Another International Third Position 
contact may be Roberto Fiore, the convicted 
Italian terrorist. Fiore is now a successful 
businessman and, with some of his former 
criminal associates, has established a business 
empire spanning western Europe. It is thought 
he has been seeing a many people on the far 
right in London, including ITP officers. 

Fiore’s operation includes language 
schools, accommodation bureaux, and travel 
and employment agencies. Since he exists in 
Britain under the ongoing protection of MI6, 
he seems to have little or no worry about what 
he puts his money into or what he gets up to. 

Searchlight unfortunately foresees no 
decrease in the violent activities of most of 
these groups. Because of the growing lack of 
support within the Conservative party for the 
policies of John Major and his close 
associates, the pressure and dirty tricks 
attacks on his cabinet leave a potential for a 
redrawn administration that might include 
people with very hardline views on subjects 
close to the hearts of those in the BNP and the 
revolutionary conservatives, such aS 
immigrant bashing and other divisive 
legislation. 
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Stop unemployment... 


ON RIGHT: British miners necome {atest 
victims of the Government’s international ‘90 & 


market’ policy 


This year, as in previous years, ihe Government :s aliowing ViliiOoNs OT 
pounds worth of cheaply priced foreign goods to flood the British market 
and exacerbate unemployment -— in part because British industries cannot 
pay their workers the low wages that are paid by many of their foreign 
competitors. 


And even worse is to come. As from 1992, with the advent of the 
European Single Market, the few remaining import barriers we had are 
coming down. This policy will put even more British workers on the dole. 


There is only one way to prevent these things happening and to defend 
the jobs of British workers: We must place a progressive ban on imports 
of foreign-made manufactured goods, coal and all other items that can 
be produced in Britain, and we must build up British industries to fill the 
gap. This is the way to full employment, to the recovery of British 
industry and to national prosperity. 

Can such a policy work? It has worked — in Japan, the most successful 
industrial nation in the modern world. We can make it work for ourselves too! 


For more information about the BNP, write to the address below enclosing 34p in 
stamps to cover costs. 


Printed & published by 


Top: A BNP attempt to woo threatened miners by blaming imports. Above: Blood 
and Honour skins gather for the BNP’s annual rally in the not quite idyllic leafy 
glades outside Euston station, London. 


Blood and Honour 
back on the road 


lood and Honour has been try- 
B ing desperately over the last 
year to capitalise on the growth 
of nazi violence in Germany by hold- 
ing more gigs, but is still finding it 
hard to achieve any growth in Britain. 


Support for Blood and Honour bands con- 
tinues to come mainly from outside Britain, 
especially Germany where there are a number 
of nazi skinhead bands. The large amount of 
press publicity that Blood and Honour has 
received recently has given the impression of 
an organisation far larger than it really is. 

Blood and Honour continues to exist as an 
international network of subscribers to the 
publication. There is no membership and sup- 
porters in Britain come primarily from the 
British National Party, the British Movement 
and the Ku Klux Klan. 

Lesser known bands with a nazi skinhead 
following, such as Section 5, The Elite and 


Straw Dogs, have been playing regular con- 
certs in south London. They have used the 
Durham based Skullhead Security organisa- 
tion, which is run by the convicted nazi thug 
Kev Turner. 

The Chelmsford based Blood and Honour 
band, Battlezone, also played at one of these 
gigs, which were all organised by Hammer 
Promotions. 

Skullhead band member Gary Mitchell, 
who doubles up as Sunderland organiser for 
the BNP, was charged with possession of an 
offensive weapon after he was involved in an 
attack on a May Day demonstration in 
Newcastle. The Skullhead fanzine Unity, 
which has put on gigs in the Northeast, has 
now been succeeded by the publication The 
Raven. 

Encouraged by the newly re-emerging nazi 
skinhead scene in London, Skrewdriver tried 
for the first time in more than three years to 
stage a London concert in September. Other 


bands on the bill were No Remorse and 
Dirlewanger, who had returned only the day 
before from playing in the United States. A 
thousand anti-fascists occupied the redirec- 
tion point, Waterloo station, and a combina- 
tion of clashes and the closure of the station 
by the police meant that many Blood and 
Honour supporters never made it to the secret 
venue, a pub in Eltham, southeast London. 

Blood and Honour skinheads were also 
involved in an attack on the punk band, the 
Addicts, at a punk revival gig at London’s 
Astoria. The nazi skins had turned out to see 
the band Cock Sparrer. Madness held a gig in 
Finsbury Park, London, at which nazi skins 
threw bottles at the guest artist, Morrissey, 
stopping him from playing his set. This is a 
worrying trend reminiscent of the mid eight- 
ies, when British Movement skins attacked a 
whole series of gigs including those put on by 
the Greater London Council. 

In March several hundred skinheads 
descended on Valencia in Spain for an inter- 
national nazi gig. Of the four bands billed to 
play, three were British, showing the influ- 
ence that British bands have on the interna- 
tional scene. One of the bands, Violent Storm, 
were involved in a car crash on their way to 
the airport, which resulted in four of the five 
passengers being killed. No Remorse, who 
managed to get to the gig, have been gaining 
a stronger influence and have played several 
international gigs. 

Skrewdriver band members and supporters 
were arrested in Cottbus, eastern Germany, in 
1991 for knifing a youth. They jumped bail 
and cannot return. But Ian Stuart Donaldson 
could not resist playing in the country where 
he sells more records than anywhere else. He 
played in Cottbus towards the end of 1992 
using the German band Stoérkraft as his back- 
ing band. Blood and Honour now publishes 
pages in German summarising its activities 
for its supporters there. 

A number of new outlets have emerged for 
the distribution of racist and antisemitic mate- 
rial via the Blood and Honour network, and 
Thunor Services, which was one of the main 
outlets, has closed down. The French-based 
nazi record label, Rebelles Européens, has set 
up a British outlet so that supporters need not 
write abroad. 

Blood and Honour and Skrewdriver 
Services are now using separate addresses. 
We believe this is so that if one outlet is pros- 
ecuted and has to close, another is there to 
take its place. A court case against 
Skrewdriver Services is due to come to trial 
shortly. 

Skrewdriver Services have two British 
addresses, a newly acquired German outlet 
and an address in the United States run by 
Shawn Slater. No Remorse are also continu- 
ing to run their own merchandising operation. 

A number of small concerts have been held 
in Kent, Norfolk, Derby and Tyneside, among 
other places. They have often attracted local 
opposition. 

A number of key Blood & Honour support- 
ers are facing trial for their involvement in a 
violent assault. 

Blood & Honour’s international connec- 
tions have grown steadily over the last year 
and it is this level of cooperation that is per- 
haps the most significant and disturbing fac- 
tor relating to the nazi skinhead problem. 
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Racist killings lead 


Faced with a growing number of racist 
murders and attacks, MPs have made 
renewed calls for a law to make racial 
harassment a specific offence. 

At the start of November, an_all-party 
parliamentary group of anti-racist MPs was 
launched. Its supporters include Richard 
Shepherd, Conservative MP for Aldridge 
Brownhills, Simon Hughes, Liberal Democrat 
MP for Southwark and Bermondsey, and 80 
other MPs, MEPs and members of the House 
of Lords. 

Tony Blair, the shadow home secretary, 
said: “The rising number of racist attacks is 
deeply worrying and I think there is a very 
strong case for additional legislation to 
protect people against these appalling and 
unjustifiable attacks.” 

A week later, the Anti Racist Alliance held 
a conference in Greenwich against racist 
murders, attacks and harassment. Speaking at 


Crime and the 


The Metropolitan police have paid a 
black man £10,000 damages for an 
assault that occurred four years ago. 
Mr Alphaeus Reid, then 49, was 
stopped while driving his car by two 
police officers, who claimed he had 
sounded his horn. He was punched in 
the right eye and kicked and beaten 
inside a police van. He was released 
without charge after being held in 
custody for 15 hours. 

Charges against a Notting Hill police 
officer, accused of planting drugs on a man 
who was awarded £60,000 compensation, 
have been dropped. 

Rupert Taylor, 32, was arrested in January 
1984, after he made a joking remark as he 
drove past PC David Judd, 36. Judd shouted 
abuse at him for “opening his black mouth” 
and falsely charged him with possessing 
cannabis. Mr Taylor was later acquitted and 
was subsequently awarded £60,000 damages. 
Damages were also awarded in three other 
cases in which PC Judd was involved. 

Judge Christopher Tyrer has now said that 
the case against Judd should not proceed 
because of the length of time since the 
offence and because the case had already 
been through the courts three times. The fact 
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the conference, Paul Boateng, MP, called the 
existing law “inadequate to deal with the 
nature or the scale of the problem”. He said 
there should be a government inquiry into 
racial harassment and the law. 

Marc Wadsworth, national secretary of the 
ARA, referred to some of the recent attacks, 
including three racist murders — those of 
Rolan Adams, Orville Blair and Rohit Duggal 
— in Greenwich alone in the last 18 months. 

According to Mr Wadsworth, two of the 
seven people murdered by racists in Britain 
this year have been refugees. 

He said that the government had whipped 
up anti-refugee feeling during the election 
campaign with the claim that Britain would 
be flooded with “bogus refugees” if Labour 
won. The Asylum and Immigration Appeal 


Bill was having the same effect in 
scapegoating black people. 
Searchlight disputes Mr Wadsworth’s 


that compensation was awarded to Mr Taylor 
was held to prejudice the chance of a fair trial 
for Judd. 

Mr Taylor said: “It is a disgrace. My faith 
in the English justice system has dropped to 
rock bottom. I never believed the case would 
be dropped on a technicality. I feel my name 
has not been cleared.” 

About 10 prosecutions following allega- 
tions that police in Notting Hill planted drugs 
on young blacks during 1984 and 1985 have 
ended in acquittal. 

An editorial in The Independent said the 
case was a “hollow victory” for the police. 
Referring to other cases in which charges 
against police officers had been dropped 
because of the delay involved, the newspaper 
said: “All delays in such cases are bound to 
arouse suspicions that there is one law for the 
police and another for the public.” 

The Police Federation, it said, had 
expressed “pleasure” at the Judd acquittal. “In 
reality, it will affect much of the public as it 
did Rupert Taylor.” 

In Stoke Newington, a man_ has been 
acquitted by a jury after accusations that a 
police officer had “fitted him up”. 

The jury at Snaresbrook Crown Court 
acquitted Michael Thompson, 38, after 
hearing evidence from PCs Terence Chitty, 


to demand for action 


figures. Our calculation is that 11 people have 
been murdered at the hands of racists in 
Britain in the last year — 10 Asians and one 
17-year-old Afro-Caribbean. 

On the Teviot housing estate in east 
London, one third of 323 racist attacks 
recorded in a 12-month period were directed 
against refugees, mostly Somalis. 

Labour MP David Winnick plans to 
introduce a bill in parliament making racist 
violence a specific offence. He said that the 
proposed new law would not be a substitute 
for existing legislation, which should be 
rigorously enforced. 

@ In Scotland, Lothian council has also 
backed calls for an anti-harassment law. 

This move follows a series of racist attacks 
including harassment of families, damage to 
Asian shops and the daubing of the walls of a 
lesbian and gay centre by the British National 
Party. 


police 


Mark Carroll and James Havercroft. 

These officers are still serving at Stoke 
Newington after an earlier anti-corruption 
drive, codenamed “Operation Jackpot”, in 
which eight Stoke Newington police officers 
were transferred to other stations. 

PCs Chitty and Carroll were also accused 
in court of lying in the case of Wayne Laing, 
who was acquitted of possession with intent 
to supply crack. He pleaded guilty to the 
lesser charge of having crack for personal 
use. 

Both Laing and another man arrested by 

PC Carroll, accompanied on this occasion by 
DC Peter McCullough, received serious eye 
injuries while in custody or being arrested. 
The other man was acquitted of possessing 
one rock of crack, which he claims was 
planted on him, and plans to sue the police. 
@ A newspaper report on a fascist Blood and 
Honour rock concert contains a worrying 
insight into the political views of some police 
officers. 

Two policemen, present at the concert in 
case of trouble, said they saw the left-wingers 
as the “real trouble makers”. One is quoted as 
saying: “Look, these people”, indicating at 
the neo-nazis with his thumb, “have got no 
axe to grind against us, and we’ve got no axe 
to grind against them.” 


Tasleem Akhtar, aged 11, was the victim of a racist murder three years ago. On 6 December 1992 her family and the 


Tasleem Akhtar Memorial Committee marked the anniversary of her death with a short memorial meeting near the place 
where she was killed in Esme Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham. Speakers from the memorial committee stressed the 
importance of continuing the committee’s work in fighting against racism and fascism in all its forms. The committee had 
learnt with horror of the racist murder of Ashiq Hussain, whose family home was only a few streets away from where 
Tasleem Akhtar was killed. The committee has called on Birmingham council to rename Esme Road as Tasleem Road, as a 


positive symbol of opposition to racism. 


New moves on club racism 


The Commission for Racial Equality 
has promised a new drive to open all- 
white clubs to black membership, 
after the publication of two reports. 

Ruled Out reports on the investigation into 
the all-white Handsworth Horticultural 
Institute, and Have You Been Served? deals 
with racial exclusion from night clubs. 

The Handsworth Horticultural Institute, 
which has 1,500 white members in an area 
where 60 per cent of residents are black, will 
have to comply with a non-discrimination 
notice. The existing constitution, in which 
membership is only open to people proposed 


and seconded by existing members, will 
have to change. A “twin track” system 
would allow people also to apply for 
membership on their own and to supply their 
own references. 

In addition, the club must introduce ethnic 
monitoring of membership applications and 
treat applications equally. 

A recent survey by the Commission for 
Racial Equality of 30 clubs in Sheffield, 
Leeds, Bradford and Essex, found that 26 of 
them still operate the proposer-seconder 
system, which has been found indirectly to 
discriminate. 


Three young black men, David Myles, 25, 
Alston Shaw, 26, and Roger Hammond, 25, 
recently won £750 damages each from the 
owner of Mister Smith’s Night Club in 
Warrington, Lancashire, after being excluded 
because of their colour. 

Alston Shaw said: “They told us they were 

not admitting any blacks and pushed us to 
one side. I was in total shock.” 
Ruled Out. Report of the investigation of 
Handsworth Horticultural Institute, Have 
You Been Served?; Lavis Marketing, 73 
Lime Walk, Headington, Oxford, OX3 7AD. 
Both £3 plus 10% p & p. 
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@ NF DEATH DIARY BID 

The NF is hoping to buy the diary of hangman 
Albert Pierrepoint when the book comes up for 
auction. The book contains details of the 
executions of 530 murderers, including 27 Nazi 
war criminals. An NF spokesperson said their 
“colleagues in Germany” had shown interest in 
the book. 

(Sunday News & Echo, Manchester 15.11.92) 


@ BANNED 
A visiting Geordie fan at Brentford was fined 
£80 for chanting racist abuse. During a match 
between Brentford FC and Newcastle United, 
the fan shouted: “Go get the black bastard.” 
James McCullough, 27, pleaded guilty to 
racial chanting at Brentford on 4 October. 
McCullough, a_ self-employed labourer, 
earning only £250 a month, said he was sorry 
for what had happened. He pleaded not to be 
banned from going to matches, as “it is my 
life”, but was banned from all matches for four 
months. He was also ordered to pay £25 costs. 
(Brentford, Chiswick & Isleworth Times 
6.11.92) 


@ COWARDLY YOUTH 
A white youth, aged about 22, racially abused a 
Sri Lankan woman and her seven-year-old 
daughter. The woman was waiting at a bus stop 
in Eltham, southeast London, when the yob 
arrived with two of his friends. He shouted 
racial abuse and repeatedly pushed his 
motorbike at the woman and child. He left 
when she threatened to call the police. 

Nobody on the busy street stopped to help. 
Police have appealed for witnesses. 
(Hounslow Recorder 13.11.92) 


@ CHARTER FOR JUSTICE 

A Charter for Justice, calling for fundamental 
changes to the criminal justice system, has 
been launched by the civil liberties group 
Liberty, with support from barristers and 
probation officers. The launch of the charter 
follows serious doubts about the convictions of 
at least 163 people serving prison sentences. 
Almost a quarter — 23 per cent — involve black 
defendants. 

The 17-point charter would abolish the 
judge’s right to comment on evidence in a trial, 
provide expert legal advice at police -stations, 
allow black defendants the right to a 
multiracial jury and set up an independent 
body to investigate miscarriages of justice. 

Harry Fletcher, assistant general secretary of 
the National Association of Probation Officers, 
said the Home Office had now adopted a tough 
policy of resisting appeals against conviction. 
This has included challenging the evidence of 
the Reverend Andrew Q Morton, a linguistics 
expert, whose evidence has been vital in a 
number of cases. 

(Guardian 11.11.92, Independent 11.11.92) 


@ KLAN IN DERBY 

Derbyshire’s equal opportunities officer says 
the Ku Klux Klan is trying to recruit in the 
county. 

Laila Jaboar-Coleman has presented a 
report which says that a “paramilitary 
organisation” has been recruiting in the 
eastern half of the county. There is evidence 
that local public houses are being used for 
_ swearing in ceremonies and that cross burnings 
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Government turns 


screw on EC refugees 


The government has_ used its 
presidency of the European 
Community to introduce harsh new 
rules against refugees. The rules will 
apply throughout Europe and will 
mean it will be virtually impossible for 
refugees to be granted asylum in EC 
countries if they have to pass through a 
third country first. 


The 12 immigration ministers, who met in 
London on 30 November, agreed that refugees 
fleeing civil war would not normally be 
granted admission. Asylum-seekers will be 
expected to have exhausted legal remedies in 
their own country before fleeing abroad. 
There was also agreement on “countries in 
which there is generally no serious risk of 
persecution”, although a list of such countries 
could not be produced. 

The British “primary purpose rule”, in 
which the motivation behind marriage of 
immigrants is held suspect, is to be imposed 
in other EC countries. 

The new EC anti-refugee rules bear a 
striking resemblance to the government’s 
Asylum Bill, and a British official said no 
changes would be needed to the Asylum Bill 
for the EC rules to become effective. 

Human rights organisations and those 
concerned with the welfare of immigrants, 
including Amnesty International, the Refugee 
Council and the European Consultation on 
Refugees and Exiles, condemned the new 
regulations. 

Claud Moraes, director of the Joint Council 


The Klan’s activities in Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire reflect the growing efforts of 
the British National Party to recruit in the 
region and the now well established base of 
Blood and Honour set up by Ian Stuart 
Donaldson, the top nazi skinhead, who has lived 
at a succession of addresses in both counties as 
well as in Staffordshire. 


@ LARKIN COVER UP 

The editor of Philip Larkin’s letters has been 
accused of censoring racist passages to protect 
the poet’s reputation. 

Tom Paulin, a member of the English 
department at Nottingham university, has 
accused Larkin’s editor, Anthony Thwaite, of 
“cutting short prejudiced utterances” and 
failing to analyse his “racism, misogyny and 
quasi-fascist views”. 

Larkin, who was a librarian at Hull 
university, made a number of crude racist 
statements in his letters. In August 1983, he 
wrote: “Not many niggers round here I’m 
happy to say. Except the Paki doctor next 
door.” : 

Such prejudice is particularly shock 
coming from a supposedly educated man. 

Larkin also seems to have been on good 
terms with the bigoted “London Club” set of 


upper middle class men. 


In a letter to Sir Kingsley Amis, he refers to 
__ “wogs like Salmagundi or whatever his name _ 
_ js”, meaning author Salman Rushdie. 
Explaining his anger, Paulin said: “Larkin is — 


I’m Jewish or because I 


for the Welfare of Immigrants, said: “It is 
outrageous that at a time when the UNHCR 
(United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees) is calling for flexibility from the 
British government, Kenneth Clarke is using 
the UK presidency to narrow the definitions of 
who is and who is not an asylum-seeker.” 

The EC regulations reflect the callous 
attitude shown by the British government to 
refugees from the former Yugoslavia. 

Britain initially imposed an almost 
complete barrier, because refugees fleeing the 
war zone were required to have a visa. 
Refugees from Bosnia were expected to leave 
the country to get a visa, but by entering 
another country were barred from seeking 
asylum in Britain. The government eventually 
agreed to admit 4,000 refugees. This contrasts 
with smaller European countries such as 
Switzerland and Sweden, which have taken 
70,450 and 74,100 refugees respectively. 

Among the refugees who may be denied 
entry into Britain are torture victims, 
including those who may be treated at the 
Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of 
Torture. Many of the 6,000 people who have 
received treatment from the foundation were 
allowed to stay in Britain under the 
“exceptional leave to remain” rule, rather than 
being granted refugee status. 

There is no provision for “exceptional leave 
to remain” in the Asylum Bill, and it is getting 
harder and harder to obtain refugee status. In 
1991 nine per cent of those who applied were 
granted refugee status. So far this year it is 
only 2.6 per cent. 


becoming a monument. He is not a Betjeman, 
he’s not a cuddly national teddy bear, he was a 
quasi-fascist.” 

(Evening Standard 11.11.92) 


@ LUTON BOSS DEATH THREAT 

David Kohler, the managing director and part 
owner of Luton football club, has faced a 
vicious antisemitic campaign, including death 
threats. 

Kohler, 33, said that when he walks into the 
car park after matches, the crowd chant “Yid, 
Yid, Yid”. “They do it regularly”, he explained. 

Before games, club officials wipe the walls of 
the ground clean of antisemitic graffiti. 

Fifteen abusive posters were found outside 
his home, stuck on trees, lamp-posts and cars. 

Some fans spat in his face and on another 
occasion they surrounded his car and 
threatened him. 

Death threats have been made on his ex- 
directory home telephone number and he has 
been provided with police protection. 

He said: “It is worrying that he has found my 
address and my private home telephone 


number. But I have a very aggressive alsatian 


who will be pleased to see him!” 


- Kohler bravely shrugs off the ‘racist abuse 


and threats and puts it all down to the fact that 
- Luton are having a poor season. | _ 


“{ don’t think all this is happenin 


the team isn 


"spat at because the team ni 
‘(Waily Mirror 10.11.92) 


a ee 


Workers at Burnsall, in Birmingham, have been on strike since 15 June 1992 for union recognition, equal pay for men and 


women, safer working conditions and an end to arbitrary and excessive overtime (see Searchlight, September 1992). The 
workers at this small metal-finishing company are mostly Punjab women. They have picketed the factory, at 10 Downing 
Street, Smethwick, every day since June. A demonstration in support of the strike was held on 28 November, The march 
from Smethwick to Handsworth ended with a rally. 


Racism at work... 


Racial harassment and violence at 
work is on the increase. Black people 
also face discrimination in career 
advancement and in whether they are 
employed in the first place. 


In Birmingham, an ambulanceman found 
racist slogans daubed on his locker. Mr Hue 
Genesis, 35, is claiming racial discrimination 
by West Midlands ambulance service. He 
claims his superiors discriminated against him 
in a dispute over his driving licence, and that 
he has also suffered racial abuse at work. 

An Asian teacher in Lanarkshire has also 
claimed at an industrial tribunal that he was a 
victim of racial discrimination. Nazir Malik, 
57, a maths teacher at Larkhall Academy, said 
he was repeatedly given the least able classes 
to teach, as well as being treated badly by the 
headmaster. 

In Leicester, a former university worker has 


been awarded £8,000 by an_ industrial 
tribunal, which accepted her claims of unfair 
dismissal and racial discrimination. 

Mrs Kulsum Mahomed, 44, said she was 
taunted and subjected to foul language during 
her 12 months at the students’ union. On one 
occasion she was locked in an office. 

In the medical profession, “old boy” 
networks, which block the careers of women 
and black doctors, are commonplace, 
according to a report prepared for the British 
Medical Association. 

The report recommends bans on job fixing, 
training in equal opportunities for members of 
appointment panels, and better monitoring of 
equal opportunities policies. 

The Commission for Racial Equality says 
employers should be legally obliged to carry 
out ethnic monitoring of their staff. At the 
moment, the government supports purely 
voluntary action. Consequently, although 


some big companies, such as Ford and 
Littlewoods, have taken action, progress is 
generally slow. 

The Institute of Personnel Management has 
backed the CRE’s call for compulsory 
monitoring. “Fact gathering is fundamental to 
taking the best corrective action,” said IPM 
director-general Geoff Armstrong. 

The CRE has just produced a report on the 
involvement of black workers in trade unions. 
The report, Part of the Union?, says unions 
need to do much more to involve actively 
black workers, particularly women, in union 
activities. 

Particular recommendations include 
targeted action to increase recruitment of 
black members, including holding meetings 
on race issues, action to increase involvement 
of black members, including possibly setting 
up black members’ groups, and_ special 
attention to the needs of black women. 
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HILL 


STREET 
NEWS 


ill Street News is an occa- 
i“ sional column, written in 

his own inimitable style, by 
Ray Hill, who was Searchlight’s 
mole inside the leadership of the 
British nazi right and the neo-nazi 
European terror networks in the 
1970s and 1980s. 


As we enter a new year, I have just finished a 
tour around the country of major universities, 
alongside black friends from the National 
Union of Students and Jewish friends from 
the Union of Jewish Students. 

Graeme Atkinson, Searchlight’s European 
editor, was also on hand to cover part of the 
tour, fitting in his engagements between a 
long list of television, press and radio inter- 
views. Some of these interviews, like the 
ones he did for CNN and MTV, have carried 
Searchlight’s message all around the world. 

Now is certainly the time to help people in 
Britain understand that the terrible things that 
are taking place in Europe are not isolated 
from the plight of the black community in 
this country, nor from the growing level of 
antisemitic incidents in recent weeks. The 
daubing of Cardiff Jewish cemetery came as 
no surprise as the criminal British National 
Party has just set up shop there. 

The attack on the Yakar Jewish cultural 
centre in north London, where pig’s trotters 
and nazi daubings were left behind, is a clear 
indication that the BNP and its acolytes are 
throwing down the gauntlet to the Jewish 
community in the capital. Yakar has done an 
amazing amount of work over the years in 
bringing Jews and non-Jews together, as well 
as blacks and whites, and Palestinians and 
Israelis, in a very sophisticated approach to 
inter-community education. This of course 
strikes at the roots of every hateful principle 
the BNP represents. 

So it came as no surprise to me to hear 
about the current difficulties being faced by 
black students at Southwark College arts fac- 
ulty, who have suffered violent racist attacks 
since the faculty moved to Bermondsey in 
September. 

Bermondsey, which has a largely white 
population, has a BNP presence and the 
National Front carries out newspaper sales at 
the Saturday market. The college is close to 
Millwall football club and racist chants can 
be heard on match days. The college is based 
on the site of what was the almost all white 
Scott Lidgett school, which was closed 
because of falling numbers. A youth club on 
the same road was also closed. 

The first reported incidents were of abuse 
shouted from nearby blocks of council flats. 
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A black woman member of staff had orange 
juice thrown in her face. Then the harassment 
escalated. Oliver Tengende, aged 20, was 
attacked by three youths and struck over the 
head with a baseball bat. They shouted: “You 
black bastard”, and threatened him with a 
knife. 

Another black student was shot twice in the 
head with an airgun as he waited at a nearby 
bus stop. As he ran back into the college, the 
gang of white youths set a pit bull terrier on 
him, struck him with a brick, and shot him in 
the face with the airgun. Assistant caretaker 
David Musey was also shot in the face and 
needed a two-hour operation to save his sight. 

Schoolchildren visiting the area have been 
subjected to racist attacks. Spectators 
attacked a team including black children, 
playing a football match at Southwark Park. 
Even when a teacher managed to put them on 
a bus, thugs threw stones at the bus. 

Heavy security measures, including televi- 
sion surveillance, are being introduced at the 
college and there are already security guards 
and a 12-foot steel mesh fence. Special buses 
are to be provided. 

The police believe the problem is a few 
local louts who need to be brought under con- 
trol. Local anti-racists say the real problem is 
the presence of fascist groups who whip up 
hatred against black people. 

Late last year the BNP heavy mob, C18, 
did something so incredibly stupid, it may be 
some time before they can safely face the 
anger of local people. This bunch of thugs 
had decided to go and work over young peo- 
ple from the Anti-Nazi League, who leaflet 
and petition in Bermondsey’s Blue market, 
because it is at the heart of racist and fascist 
activity. 


John Ormowe, former. recruiter for 
Rhodesia, now teaching Sussex 
school children their literary heritage. 


The louts attacked two women with peti- 
tion boards, ripping the sheets to shreds and 
scattering them, before laying into a number 
of male ANL members. They fled as quickly 
as they had arrived, when they realised a 
large police presence was on hand. The police 
had clearly received a tip-off about the 
intended attack, as had Searchlight, which 
passed the information on to the ANL. 

Unfortunately for the C18 cretins, the two 
women they attacked were nurses from Guys 
Hospital petitioning to save the hospital from 
closure. Stall holders in the market, who have 
in the past shown some sympathy for the 
racism of the BNP, were totally outraged and 
threatened to sort the BNP thugs out if they 
came back. The nurses were back the follow- 
ing weekend with several of their colleagues 
in uniform. 

C18’s visit to the South Africa England 
match at Twickenham also ended as a pathet- 
ic fiasco, with the nazi elite exchanging 
blows with passers-by, passengers on trains 
going to the match and even some of the 
South African supporters. 

Another fascist who has not been doing too 
well in the Twickenham area is Jeremy 
Bedford-Turner, who stood for the NF in a 
local council by-election. The 23-year-old 
was humiliated by coming last out of five 
candidates, with only 40 votes. 

Jubilant Anti Nazi League demonstrators 
burst into the counting hall with a banner urg- 
ing people to join in the fight against the fas- 
cists. Bedford-Turner fled with a handful of 
supporters, but other candidates, including the 
Liberal Democrat victor John Coombs, 
accepted the group’s leaflets. Mr Coombs had 
emphasised earlier: “I don’t like nazi parties.” 

Ian Anderson, chair of the NF, claimed he 
was not disappointed by the result. “We are 
recruiting more numbers every day and this is 
the first time we have campaigned in the area 
for more than 10 years. It will take time,” he 
said. 

Balwinder Rana of the ANL said the NF 
still posed a threat. He said there had been a 
number of racist attacks in Hounslow, which 
is just down the road. 

As always, the ANL’s intelligence seems to 
be completely lacking. The people they 
should be seeking for the recent wave of vio- 
lence and arson in the area are defectors from 
the NF who are now running around with the 
BNP and C18. Mr Bedford-Turner is unlikely 
to be among them as he is too busy socialis- 
ing with the Revolutionary Conservative mob 
(see page 3). 

Some good and some bad news on the trade 
union front. Simon Chadwick, the BNP 
activist from Chesterfield, has now been for- 
mally sacked from the Department of 
Employment in Sheffield. Clearly, carrying 
an offensive weapon around his workplace 
and, according to official sources, being a 
nazi are totally unacceptable. Perhaps 
Chadwick will now be able to attend demon- 
strations without his hood up and a scarf 
around his face. 

Jim White, the nazi whom Searchlight 
“outed” early last year and who featured on 
our front cover in September, also appears to 
be on his way out from his job in Customs 
and Excise ion London. 

I know that imitation can be seen as a back- 
handed compliment, but I wish that the Anti- 


———— A 


Meet your friendly NALGO representa- 
tive, seen here at revisionist gathering 
in Yorkshire. 


Nazi League people would stop lying through 
their teeth by claiming that they discovered 
Chadwick and White — to the extent of repro- 
ducing the photograph from the Searchlight 
front cover on a leaflet without stating the 
source. You really will have to give up the 
bad ways you learned in the Socialist 
Workers Party if you are ever going to work 
in a decent and honourable manner with oth- 
ers in the anti-fascist movement. Searchlight 
will, however, continue to pass information to 
the ANL where it considers they are in dan- 
ger of physical attack. 

It is a great shame that managers at the 
Department of Employment in Sheffield are 
displaying such a vindictive and harsh atti- 
tude towards employees involved in the cam- 
paign to get Chadwick sacked. Two of them 
are now in danger of losing their jobs for 
doing the right thing. The ANL’s uninvited 
input to the campaign has caused these peo- 
ple more problems than they deserved. I hope 
that all Searchlight’s readers will be adding 
their protests to those of local MPs in an 
effort to save these trade unionists’ jobs. 

Paul Cox is a man who claims to have left 
the BNP in the mid-1980s but was actively 
engaged in revisionist activities at a much 
later date. He has been seen at various nazi 
activities in the north of the country, in 
between trying to infiltrate and gain informa- 
tion from anti-fascist organisations and indi- 
viduals, using the cover that he is researching 
a book on the right. Searchlight warned the 
anti-fascist movement about Cox some time 
ago, describing him as a civil servant. He 
turns out to be an employee at Leeds City 
Hall and an officer of the local NALGO trade 
union branch. 

At the height of my time as a mole for 
Searchlight inside the far right, I was plugged 
into the European nazi terror network by a 
young man called Alex Oumow, who was 
staying with the notorious Hancock family on 
the south coast. 

During that time I met his cousin John 
Ormowe, who had anglicised his name (the 
family originally came from eastern Europe). 
John had a long track record on the far right, 
having spent time recruiting people to serve 
in Rhodesia during the illegal regime of Ian 


Smith. He had managed to get a job in the 
Rhodesian broadcasting service through his 
far right connections, but was later sacked 
and deported because he was such a hardline 
rightist. 

When he returned to England, he set up a 
secretive club for former mercenaries who 
had served in Rhodesia and South Africa, and 
also spent some time hanging around with 
David Irving at the beginning of the 1980s. I 
do not know whether he is still connected 
with Irving, but I believe Alan Harvey’s 
White Rhino club is a direct descendant of 
John’s earlier enterprise. 

So I was really impressed to read in the 
Sunday Telegraph on 25 October last year 
that John is now head of English at Dorset 
House prep school in Sussex. He told the 
Telegraph’s reporter of his strong belief that 
“To deprive children of exposure to our liter- 
ary heritage is to deprive them of their 
rights.” I just wonder what heritage and what 
rights this character is talking about. 

A vacuum has opened up in what was the 
National Front’s most successful area of 
activity in Britain, the Birmingham conurba- 
tion, and others are now moving in. The BNP, 
“white Aryan resistors” and the Ku Klux 
Klan have joined the defecting NF activist 
membership and are conducting operations on 
two levels. 

The first is the burning of Klan crosses. 
Searchlight contacted the local police some 


months ago after the first cross burning to 
suggest they might care to interview Adrian 
Blundell, who lives very close to the scene 
and runs the White Aryan Resistance move- 
ment, a poor copy of the American operation 
of the same name, in cooperation with Max 
Wagegg, an unrepentant German nazi. The 
officer in charge of the case told Searchlight 
he was just off on leave but somebody would 
contact us. Lucky we did not hold our breath. 

The other activity is the invasion of certain 
towns to push out their hate material. One 
place they have targeted is Bloxwich, where 
the attitude of the local police has astounded 
Labour councillors as well as David Winnick, 
the local Labour MP and a long-time friend 
of Searchlight. 

At the beginning of December, Labour 
councillor John Rothery was given the 
Comment spot which follows the Channel 4 
news at 7pm, to let Britain know what was 
happening in his town as he rightly believes it 
is of concern to everyone. His face-to-camera 
commentary was intercut with astonishing 
footage of nazis in paramilitary gear, their 
faces masked, distributing hate material in the 
town’s shopping centre, while the police 
intimidated and hassled law abiding council- 
lors. I am happy to give up the rest of the 
space on these pages so that you can read 
John Rothery’s statement in full. You can 
send messages of support for councillor 
Rothery and his colleagues via Searchlight. 


Councillor Rothery’s Channel 4 Comment 


People are waking up to the dan- 

gers of racism and fascism. It is 

important that we tell these nazis 
that they are not welcome in our town. The 
people of Bloxwich are fed up with these 
hooligans trying to peddle their filth. 

In Germany the police are at last taking 
firm action against nazi atrocities. Our 
police need to take equally firm action. 
There is no such thing as neutrality where 
racism is concerned. The police have to 
show that they are opposed to racism by 
cracking down on these thugs. 

You will be aware from television reports 
over the last few days of recent nazi atroci- 
ties in Germany. What you may not be 
aware of is nazi activity currently taking 
place in Britain. 

The town that I represent as a local coun- 
cillor has been targeted by various nazi 
groups for recruitment. The nazis have set 
up their headquarters in the High Street of 
Bloxwich, which is in Walsall, 12 miles 
north of Birmingham. We have had to 
endure Ku Klux Klan cross_ burnings, 
masked nazis recruiting on the High Street, 
nazi stickers on every lamp post and, worst 
of all, racist attacks and intimidation. 

Yet those of us who are attempting peace- 
ful and legal remedies to this problem in our 
town are finding that we are being blocked. 
The local Labour Party organised a march 
against racism and fascism. The police 
response was twofold. Firstly they said that 
there was no problem of racism or fascism 
in Walsall. Secondly they said that because 
the nazis had established a base in the town, 
there may be a danger to public order. The 
police banned the march through Bloxwich. 


For the West Midlands police to repeated- 
ly state that there is no problem of racism, 
unfortunately says even more about them 
than it does about society. For them to create 
a “no go” area of my town is completely 
unacceptable. I am being prevented from 
joining with other citizens in demonstrating 
our abhorrence of, and opposition to, racism 
and fascism. 

When three of us attempted a token 
march, we were arrested by 20 police offi- 
cers. Yet down the road police looked on 
while masked nazis stopped cars to give 
them their racist literature. 

Don’t think that fascism can’t happen 
here. Today’s problems — unemployment, 
crime, homelessness — are just what nazis 
need, because, while they can’t solve these 
problems, they can exploit them. The fas- 
cists have been building support for some 
time in Bloxwich, with the help of “well 
heeled” businessmen. When they stood in 
the election, they got one of the highest 
votes in Britain. 

In the 1930s, as the economic situation 
declined, nazis used Jews as the scapegoats. 
In the 1990s, as the economic situation 
declines, nazis are using black and Asian 
people as the scapegoats. 

A terrible price was paid for appeasement 
in the 1930s; the same mistakes must not be 
made in the 1990s. My father and all of his 
generation fought against the nazis in the 
second world war. The history of our coun- 
try tells us that sooner or later we have to 
stand up to fascists. The police must allow 
us to do that. Sooner may cost us 
a few minutes of our time. Later y, y, 


costs us thousands of lives. 
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A year 0 


As 1992 drew to a close, allegedly ush- 
ering in the “harmonisation” of 
Europe, the dark clouds of reactionary 
nationalism, racism, antisemitism and 
organised fascist violence hung over 
several west European countries. 


Much attention was rightly concentrated 
during the last year on the dramatic and 
frightening escalation of neo-nazi terror in 
Germany, although the end of the year saw 
fascist violence wind up a few notches in 
Sweden, Italy and Spain as well. 

In Germany, the year concluded with a 
series of contradictory signs. Helmut Kohl’s 
government, which first incited and then 
presided over more than 18 months of fascist 
terror, took the token step of slapping a ban 
on the nazi Nationalistische Front, one of the 
smaller nazi organisations, in a bid to deflect 
increasing international criticism of his 
administration’s abysmal failure to take seri- 
ous action against the perpetrators of violence 
and murder. A ban on the slightly larger 
Deutsche Alternative followed later. 

That failure has stemmed from the need for 
Kohl’s CDU to use the violence cynically for 
its own political purposes and from inane 
statements from people like like Attorney- 
General von Stahl claiming there was “no 
evidence of organisation behind the attacks”. 

The NF ban, which was accompanied by 
police raids on 56 premises and weapons 
hauls, was no surprise. Indeed, it was publicly 
discussed with a fanfare of media propaganda 
several days before it was actually 
announced. This gave the NF ample time to 
remove all material incriminating it in the 
violence and enabled its leaders to go under- 
ground and declare the formation of new 
groups, the Sozialrevolutionare Arbeiterpartei 
and the Freiheitlich Mitteldeutsche Jugend. 

Meanwhile, bigger organisations like the 
Deutsche Volks Union (DVU) with 25,000 
members and the Republikaner Partei (REP) 
with 23,000 members are left with a free 
hand to continue their hate-filled racist and 
antisemitic propaganda campaigns. 

The same goes for the myriad of 75 assort- 
ed groups of thugs and terrorists, like the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(6,000 members), the Wiking Jugend (400), 
the Freiheitliche Deutsche Arbeiter Partei 
(300) and the  wire-pullers of the 
Gesinnungsgemeinschaft der Neue Front 
(GdNF), which comprise the hard core of the 
neo-nazi scene. 

The state action against the NF was 
prompted above all by the horrific nazi fire- 
bombing in Mélln, northern Germany, in 
November when three Turks, including two 
children, were murdered. 
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On the same weekend, fascists brutally 
murdered Silvio Meier, a 27-year-old anti- 
nazi, in Berlin. The MGlln killings will be the 
first nazi murders to be investigated by feder- 
al, rather than local, justice authorities. 

While the ban on the NF and DA should be 
welcomed, it must be evaluated in its political 
context of the lack of will and general inca- 
pacity of the German authorities to deal ener- 
getically with the mounting problems of race 
hate and nazi activity. 

The statistics for 1992 tell their own grim 
story: 60,000 organised fascists, more than 
3,300 fascist attacks this year, hundreds 
injured and 23 killed in nazi terror attacks. 

Outlawing the NF and DA will not solve 
the nazi problem, nor will the shabby com- 
promise cooked up by the main parties in 
Bonn, aimed at rushing through fundamental 
alterations in Germany’s currently liberal asy- 
lum laws. 

Kohl’s frantic efforts to get rid of Article 
16 of the constitution, guaranteeing asylum 
rights, has been an instrumental factor in the 
situation and, now that the Social Democrats 
have accepted changes to the law, its alter- 
ation will hand the fascists their first major 
victory. 

Violence, including the horrific pogrom in 
Rostock at the end of August, which has pro- 
duced the scandal of four “foreigner-free 
cities”, Hoyerswerda, Rostock, Quedlinburg 
and Wismar, will be seen partly to have 
achieved its object. 

The groundswell of racism and anti- 
semitism in Germany is now beyond all 
doubt. Draconian restrictions and plans for 
the immediate deportation of asylum-seekers, 
like those already in operation against 
Romanies, will serve only to encourage these 


oe 


Frank Hubner, head of the recently 
banned Deutsche Alternative. 


terror 


trends in the long term while temporarily out- 
flanking the fascists. 

The hardline nazis have their own problems 
in any case. GdNF boss Gottfried Kiissel is 
still being held in a Vienna jail and his rival 
Bela-Ewald Althans is on the sidelines after 
being “outed” as gay and accused of “finan- 
cial irregularities”. Christian Worch, leader of 
the Nationale Liste, is living in Hamburg in 
fear of both the police and anti-fascists. 

But the hardliners are not the only fascist 
forces on the scene and violence has not been 
the sole fascist tactic in Germany. The crimi- 
nal conspiracy goes much wider and reaches 
into democratic institutions as the fascists fol- 
low a two-pronged strategy: on the streets and 
at the ballot box. 

Fascists gained conspicuous successes in 
elections in 1992 with votes of 538,000 
(11%) for the REP in Baden-Wiirttemberg 
and 93,000 for the DVU (7%) in Schleswig- 
Holstein on 5 April. In both states, race and 
the asylum laws were the main issues, as in 
the May elections in Berlin where the REP 
grabbed 125,000 votes and increased its share 
of the poll to 8.3%. Recent forecasts have 
given the REP between 20% and 25% in the 
next elections in Bavaria, though it is unlikely 
that its support will reach this inflated level. 

On a positive note, the rising tide of fascist 
support and the continuing wave of terror 
have shaken broad sections of German soci- 
ety out of their torpor. The end of the year 
saw mass anti-fascist protest actions of 
100,000 in Cologne and 200,000 in Bonn, 
culminating with the magnificent “candle 
chain” of more than 300,000 in Munich and 
backed up by hundreds-strong demonstrations 
in cities, towns and villages the length and 
breadth of the country. 

Almost all these demonstrations voiced 
clear opposition to Kohl’s plans to limit the 
rights of asylum. Such mass actions, if they 
can be galvanised into an equal readiness to 
organise physical defence of Romanies, 
refugees and Jewish people and property, will 
be a vital ingredient in strengthening the 
resistance to a revived German fascism which 
has now begun to develop a mass base. 

The developments are being consistently 
analysed by Searchlight’s friends in the Antifa 
Info Blatt and we hope that priority will be 
given to the need to build international soli- 
darity with German anti-fascists. 

But fascism is not a problem only in 
Germany, as is evident from a brief survey of 
developments elsewhere in western Europe in 
1992. 

In France, for example, despite some set- 
backs and burgeoning internal strife, Le Pen’s 
Front National continues to represent a con- 
siderable threat. 


Uniformed young nazis of the Wiking- 


In March the FN scored 13.9% of the vote 
in regional elections, notching up support in 
excess of 20% in 30 towns and cities. Since 
then, public backing has dropped and recent 
polls put the FN around the 10% mark. 

The fall is mainly attributable, say French 
anti-fascists, to the FN’s showing in the “No” 
campaign in the French referendum on 
Maastricht and the general shift back to the 
centre, which is partly motivated by fear of 
the new reunified Germany. 

In Austria and Belgium, fascist successes 
on the electoral front appear to have been 
consolidated. The  Freiheitliche  Partei 
Osterreichs (FPO), headed by Jérg Haider, is 
now the second strongest party in the 
Austrian capital Vienna and the third largest 
in the country as a whole. In Belgium the 
Vlaams Blok is deeply implanted in the par- 
liamentary structure, even if it is rejected by 
all the other parties. 

In Italy, too, the right is on the march but is 
beset by big problems. The fascists had 
mixed fortunes in national elections in April. 
The Mussolini-style fascists of the 
Moviemento Sociale Italiano (MSI), whose 
star candidate was the dictator’s granddaugh- 
ter Alessandra Mussolini, saw their support 
drop to 5.4%. 


Jugend, allowed to march freely in 
Germany. 


At the same time, backing for the racist 
Liga Nord and Liga Lombardia in the north 
rocketed from their previous 0.5% to 8.7%. 
This pattern reproduced itself in local elec- 
tions in June when the regionalist Leagues 
gained an average 10% in northern Italy. And 
as we go to press, local elections in December 
have given them huge gains. 

Here lies the dilemma of Italian right-wing 
extremism. The north-south divide is widen- 
ing and the Leagues promote-the idea of sepa- 
ration of the wealthy north from the 
depressed and poverty-stricken south. They 
also win votes by campaigning heavily 
against the corruption scandals and govern- 
ment crises that are rife in Italy. 

League chiefs like Umberto Bossi are no 
less extremist than the MSI and many do not 
regard southern Italians as proper Europeans. 
However, their separatist aims provide no 
common ground with the MSI, which strong- 
ly defends Italian unity. 

In addition, the Leagues are openly racist, 
unlike the MSI whose main plank has always 
been virulent anti-communism. The 
unbreachable split over regional separatism 
between the Leagues and the MSI serves as a 
barrier to real breakthroughs. 

But a new phenomenon has stepped into 
the gap between the MSI and the Leagues: an 


A new offshoot of the GdNF in Nordrhein-Westfalen, Der Deutsche Weg (The 
German Way). Their banner reads: “Rudolf Hess. His spirit lives in us.” 


openly nazi and rapidly growing skinhead 
movement. This movement has capitalised on 
an increasingly racist and antisemitic atmo- 
sphere to launch bloody assaults on foreign- 
ers, especially in Rome and the northern 
industrial cities. 

Opinion polls have indicated that 10% of 
Italians say that Jews should leave Italy and 
this has been reflected in a wave of attacks on 
Jewish people and property, inspired by the 
events in Rostock and carried out by 
boneheads. 

A growing fascist tendency has also been 
evident among Italian soccer fans, leading to 
discussion by Italian Justice Minister Claudio 
Martelli of a ban on hate propaganda. 

In Spain, too, racism is on the rise. Polls 
indicate that more than 50% of Spaniards 
believe immigration to Spain is “too easy” 
and almost 20% do not rule out a vote for a 
party with a xenophobic programme. 

On 14 November, just days before the big 
annual nazi CEDADE rally commemorating 
the death of the fascist dictator Franco, a nazi 
policeman from the Guardia Civil shot dead a 
33-year-old woman from the Dominican 
Republic. A few days before the killing, the 
area had been leafleted by the nazi group 
Juntas Espafiolas with propaganda bearing the 
slogan “Stop Immigration. Spaniards first”. 

In northern Europe the situation is general- 
ly better. However, in The Netherlands, the 
first signs of a neo-nazi spin-off from 
Germany began to emerge at the end of the 
year with the news that the fascist Centrum 
Demokraten (CD) could except to win five 
seats if elections were held then. Support for 
the CD doubled to 3% in 1992 and is largely 
based on its racist, anti-immigrant policies 
and the support of the far more successful 
Vlaams Blok in neighbouring Belgium. 

In Denmark and Norway, nazis have con- 
tinued to flop very badly. The main nazi 
group in Denmark, Poul Riis-Knudsen’s 
Danske Nationalsocialistiske Bevaegelse, is 
plagued with conflict and has ditched him as 
leader, while in Norway most of the top fas- 
cist leaders, like Arne Myrdal and Jan Holthe, 
are renewing their acquaintance with prison 
cells. 

In neither country, despite the presence of 


state racism, has the fascist scene made any 
impact. The reason for this lies with the vigi- 
lance of Norwegian anti-fascists who have 
organised mass peaceful anti-racist actions 
whenever fascists show their faces, and their 
Danish counterparts who reacted very mili- 
tantly to the fascist murder of anti-nazi 
Henrik Christensen in Copenhagen _ last 
March. 

In Sweden, however, the situation is more 
complex. Two main fascist groups exist, run- 
ning a smaller-scale version of the two- 
pronged strategy adopted in Germany: the 
Sverige Demokraterna, who espouse an elec- 
toral policy, and the murderous terrorists of 
Vit Ariskt Motstand (VAM — White Aryan 
Resistance). In the middle of all this sits 
Ahmed Rami, a historical revisionist and 
rabid antisemite. 

VAM has continued its wave of bombings, 
violence and robberies and, although many of 
its top cadres are in prison or awaiting trial, 
remains a dangerous force. 

The highlight of the year’s anti-racist activ- 
ity was the strike in February by more than a 
million Swedish workers against VAM- 
inspired racist terror. This mass action 
showed the way forward but Swedish anti- 
fascists must stay on the alert because VAM 
will become even more violent, as the bomb- 
ing on 30 November indicates (see page 18) 
and as its desperation increases. 

The general picture in Europe is not one of 
uniform fascist advance but it is one of 
advance, nevertheless. However, what is 
emerging most clearly is the fact that discus- 
sion led by the state and politicians about the 
imposition of curbs on the right of asylum on 
a Europe-wide basis is fanning the flames of 
racism and giving respectability to the slo- 
gans of the fascists who have hitherto vege- 
tated on the political margins. 

Europe is in danger: not from refugees but 
from those politicians who want Europe to be 
some kind of “fortress”, keeping the rest of 
the world at bay and trampling on the most 
elementary human rights. 

By shutting the door to refugees and immi- 
grants, they open it to something far more 
dangerous. The future looks anything but 
rosy. 
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Former Soviet bloc ravaged by nationalism 


Political chaos and instability continue to 
reign in eastern Europe, not least in the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

The Russian government of Boris Yeltsin, 
embattled by imminent economic collapse 
and ravaged by hyperinflation, is holding on 
by the tips of its fingernails against a recalci- 
trant parliament in which a substantial minor- 
ity, perhaps 25 per cent, is composed of an 
unholy alliance of armed forces personnel, 
former Stalinists, Stalinists on the way to fas- 
cism and outright fascists. 

Yeltsin’s solution, it appears, is increasing- 
ly to transform himself into a Mussolini-style 
dictator, a role for which he has always had 
potential. 

The road to a dictatorial solution to 
Russia’s near insurmountable problems has 
already opened out, with the a ban on the 
once monolithic Communist party and the 
outlawing of the opposition so-called 
National Salvation Front, which encompasses 
some former communists and much of 
Russia’s incipient fascist scene. 

Whichever way the situation develops, 
peace and social progress seem unlikely. The 
fascist Pamyat movement, of which the best 
known figurehead is Dmitri “I am a fascist” 
Vassilev, continues to grow and is increasing- 


ly open in its activities. we 


It was Vassilev’s uni- 
formed thugs who stormed 
the building of the newspa- 
per Moskovski Komsomolez 
in October to demand the 
names of all journalists who 
‘write unpatriotic articles”. 

The fascists made the © 
building’s corridors echo | 
with shouts of “Smash the 
Jews. Save Russia!” and 
scattered swastika-embla- 
zoned leaflets _ reading: 
“Tomorrow, we’ll deal with 
you, friend ... all homosex- 
uals and commie bastards 
will die.” 

The black-uniformed 
Russian fascists in the St 
Petersburg fiefdom 0 


* 


Pamyat also has firm roots in Moscow and 
claims “several thousand members”. Pamyat 
activists there have carried out violent 
assaults on Jewish people and on “foreign 
influences” -— hence the much-publicised 
bomb attack on the Moscow MacDonald’s 
restaurant. 

It is in Moscow, too, that the National 
Patriotic Party of Russia has its strongest 
base. This outfit, led by Nikolai Lissenko, has 
its own 400-strong private army of “military 
specialists”. Lissenko regards “world 
Judaism” as the main enemy. 

It is estimated that the combined member- 
ship of Pamyat-type organisations — Pamyat 
is not a single unified structure and there are 
as many as 120 separate groups — runs into 
hundreds of thousands. 

One indication is provided by the fact that 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, leader of the right- 
extremist Liberal Democratic Party, polled 
6.2 million votes in the presidential elections 
in June 1991. The situation has deteriorated 
since then. 

Many Russian fascists have contacts 
abroad. For example, Vassilev has links with 
Franz Schénhuber’s fascist Republikaner in 
Germany, and as recently as autumn 1992, the 
German neo-nazi leader Ewald Althans visit- 


Polish skinheads demonstrate against Germany. 


of Yugoslavia has been the new united 
Germany, which has steamrollered the other 
western governments into dropping all reser- 
vations about Croatia’s antisemitic President 
Tudjman and backing his government. 

Bonn’s support is vital in three other ways. 
Firstly, it is Bonn which has dictated the 
terms of the world-wide propaganda offen- 
sive against Serbia. Secondly, it has not inter- 
fered at all with the stream of German nazi 
mercenaries, like the Bielefeld bonehead 
chief Thomas Hainke, who have made their 
way to Croatia to fight as auxiliaries to 
Tudjman’s armed forces. And finally, there is 
increasing suspicion that Germany has 
shipped arms to Croatia in violation of inter- 
national embargo agreements. 

There is no shortage of paramilitary nazi 
freebooters in Yugoslavia. The mobilisation 
of these thugs, who delight in weapons and 
murder, appears to be internationally organ- 
ised and extends to the USA, France and 
Britain, including fascist vote-gatherers like 
the French Front National and the Belgian 
Vlaams Blok as well as hardline neo-nazis. 

Last year Steven Gaunt, a British merce- 
nary and former National Front nazi from 
Leeds, lost a foot and was invalided home. 
British ex-army personnel were also to be 
found in the terror troop run 
by the shadowy Eduardo 
Flores. 

In the rest of eastern 
Europe, the situation is 
rather more peaceful than in 
Yugoslavia. That does not, 
however, mean it is neces- 
sarily more stable. 

Quite the contrary. A 
prime example of this fact 
is Czechoslovakia. As the 
bells ring in 1993, Czecho- 
slovakia will become two 
countries, Slovakia and the 
Czech republic. The break- 
up of the state stems largely 
from the rise of Slovak 
nationalism, encouraged by 
fascist elements who look 
back fondly to the nazi pup- 


Nikolai Shiryaev, leader of Pamyat, also dis- 
tribute large numbers of antisemitic tracts, 
including the notorious Tsarist forgery The 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion, as well 
Russian chauvinist and monarchist literature. 
They are capable of filling big meeting halls 
for rallies with propaganda that rivals the 
infamous Der Stiirmer, the notorious anti- 
semitic paper published in Nazi Germany by 
Julius Streicher. 

Shiryaev does not conceal his hatred of 
Jews and neither does his Russian Party rival 
Victor Bondarek, who accuses a “Jewish 
mafia” of controlling the media, business and 
the police. 

Leaders like Vassilev, Shiryaev, Bondarek 
and Yuri Belayev, chief of the National 
Socialist Party and formerly of the People’s 
Social Party, advocate a new Holocaust and 
command their own personal paramilitary 
forces. It is generally accepted by analysts 
that the fascists have the backing of at least 
10 per cent of the population of St Petersburg. 
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ed Moscow and Kaliningrad. In addition, 
Russia and the now independent Ukraine 
serve as printshops for German fascist jour- 
nals including Unabhdngige Nachrichten. 

The Russian fascists are bent on the cre- 
ation of a new Russian Empire in the Tsarist 
sense. Thus they actively recruit for the so- 
called Russian National Legion, whose field 
of operation is planned to be the 
Transdniester Republic, Azerbaijan and 
Armenia, all of which are wracked by inter- 
communal and national strife. 

It is in Yugoslavia, of course, that the 
national conflicts between Serbs, Croats, 
Albanians and Bosnians are at their sharpest 
in Europe, with thousands dying and cities 
like Sarajevo under months’ long siege. 

West European fascists are fighting in 
Croatia and Bosnia against the Serbs and “in 
defence of the European race”. This has not 
stopped them making alliances of conve- 
nience with Islamic fundamentalists. 

The main driving force for the destruction 


pet dictatorship of Jozef Tiso. 

This has produced a Czech nationalist 
counter-reaction with the result that the bone- 
head gangs who roam Prague have as much 
hatred for the Slovaks as they normally only 
reserve for Jews and Romanies. 

Prague is a growth area for nazi skinheads. 
Police chiefs in the city, whose forces have 
clashed violently with them on several occa- 
sions, estimate that there are as many as 
2,000 neo-nazi skinheads there. Their vio- 
lence is mainly directed against Romanies 
and Vietnamese guest workers who stayed 
after the fall of the communists. 

Czech nazi boneheads have been joined on 
several occasions by their German counter- 
parts in launching attacks on anti-fascists and 
punks. 

In addition to the nazi skins, there is a fas- 
cist party, the Republicans — again inspired by 
the German example — which preaches race 
hate against the country’s 600,000 Romanies 
and non-European foreigners. 


In neighbouring Hungary, racism against 
foreigners and Romanies is also rife, with the 
added ingredient. of open antisemitism. 
Antisemitic outbursts at the end of the year 
by Istvan Czurka, vice-president of the 
Democratic Forum, the largest party in 
Hungary’s coalition, led to  anti-fascist 
demonstrations. 

Though a rabid antisemite, Czurka is not a 
nazi ... so far. But expressions of hate from 
people like him serve the purpose of legit- 
imising the real fascists. 

Following Czurka’s remarks gangs of skin- 
heads, waving swastika flags and wearing the 
symbols of the Arrow Cross, Hungary’s 
home-grown nazi movement, chanted “Jew, 
Jew” during a speech by Hungarian President 
Arpad Goncz. 

Later, they marched through Budapest’s 
television and radio centre to demand the dis- 
missal of all “cosmopolitans [nazi-speak for 
Jews], liberals and Bolsheviks”. Police stood 
by and watched. 

The nazi skinhead scene in Hungary is big 
and growing. Recent estimates put their num- 
ber at 3,000 with Budapest, Eger, Miskolc 
and Gyor serving as their main centres. The 
Hungarian nazi boneheads maintain regular 
contact with fellow nazis in Austria, Germany 
and Britain and import records by 
Skrewdriver and other British nazi rock 
bands. 

At the end of 1992, nine nazi skins were 
jailed in Budapest for terms of up to 28 
months for a series of brutal racial attacks, 
including a murder, on Romanies, Africans 
and Arabs. A further 39 skinheads were con- 
victed of similar offences but were given pro- 
bationary sentences. 

Fascism has the potential to mushroom in 
Hungary. Commentators speculate openly 
that elements like Czurka will evolve towards 
fascism and form a Le Pen-type movement. 
He has already formed his own “shadow 
party”, the Society for the Hungarian Way, 
possibly in anticipation of a move by prime 
minister Jozsef Antall to expel him from the 
Democratic Forum. 

Whatever Czurka does, organised neo-nazis 
already exist in Hungary. The NSDAP-AO 
group in Gy6ér disbanded after heavy police 


attention at the beginning of the year. 
However its members have remained active 
and maintain close contacts with nazis in 
Austria and Germany. 

Poland’s nazis do not share this enthusiasm 
for Germany. In May, more than 100 nazis 
from the Polish National Union Party (PNUP) 
held a demonstration in Warsaw where they 
burned German and Israeli flags. 

Despite the relative absence of Jews in 
Poland, the Polish fascists, who have a 
schizophrenic ideology in which they admire 
Hitler but hate Germany, conduct ceaseless 
antisemitic campaigns. They desecrate Jewish 
cemeteries and skinhead followers have 
attacked refugee hostels, Romanies and, late- 
ly, Germans. 

In Nova Huta, near Cracow, Polish nazi 
skinheads mercilessly beat and stabbed three 
German lorry drivers, one of them to death, in 
October. The murders reflect the level of 
tension between Germany and Poland, whose 
foreign ministry protested four times last year 
to Bonn’s ambassador in Warsaw about 
attacks by German nazis on Polish citizens. 

Hitler’s barely literate Mein Kampf was 
revealed to be a best-seller in Warsaw early 
last year. It is widely read among the activists 
of the PNUP, whose leader, Boleslav 
Tejkowski, was recommended for urgent 
psychiatric treatment by a Warsaw court in 
April. 

Apart from the PNUP, there are numerous 
other fascist groups, including the National 
Party, the National Revival of Poland, the 
Third Way, which produces a magazine called 
The Jagged Sword, and the virulently anti- 
semitic National Democracy Party. 

These parties have only the status of splin- 
ter groups at present, but they could become 
very dangerous if economic conditions wors- 
en still further. 

Also on the scene in Poland, until the 
Polish authorities ordered them out in 
December, were German nazis from the 
Nationale Offensive (NO) who were operat- 
ing from a headquarters in the former German 
town of Frauenfeld in Silesia. 

The NO’s main aim was to use existing 
Polish-German tensions to agitate among the 
350,000 ethnic Germans against the Polish 


Fascists, _royal- 
ists, antisemites 
and stalinists 
unite in the “new 
Russia”. 


state and for an Anschluss between Germany 
and Upper Silesia. 

In Romania, the extreme right has grown 
dramatically in the past year. In the national 
elections in autumn, two fascist parties, the 
Romanian National Party and the Greater 
Romania Party, augmented their share of par- 
liamentary seats. 

Political commentators now suggest that up 
to a third of all the parliamentary seats are 
held by right-wing extremists. It was also 
reported in the autumn that a new fascist 
organisation with an old and infamous name 
had been formed: the Iron Guard. 

These organisations are taking the lead in 
persecuting Romanies and have undertaken 
wide distribution of antisemitic propaganda 
through publications like Romania Maré and 
New Right. 

At the same time, the Romanian govern- 
ment has signed a sordid agreement with the 
German government to facilitate “rapid repa- 
triation” of Romanies who flee pogroms in 
Romania. The motive behind this is so-called 
“head money”, an undisclosed fixed sum of 
German Marks paid to the Romanians for 
every refugee deported. 

This disgraceful horse-trading in human 
beings points to the factors that give events in 
eastern Europe a potentially explosive charac- 
ter: the need for foreign currency because of 
appalling economic crisis, racial tensions and 
the complicity of governments. 

With the relative exception of 
Czechoslovakia, the left has all but disap- 
peared in eastern Europe and _ anti-fascism 
does not have either the broad base nor the 
resources needed to combat the growing fas- 
cist, racist and antisemitic offensives. 

The desperate conditions in parts of the 
East are now intensifying the so-called 
refugee crisis in the West. The majority of the 
refugees in Germany, for example, are from 
southern and eastern Europe, not from the 
Third World. 

These refugees are being made into scape- 
goats for the current problems in western 
Europe and are targets for fascist violence. 
The anti-fascist movement in the West must 
do its utmost to protect refugees and also 
build links with east European anti-fascists. 
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Plot to massacre Swedish anti-fascists 


The annual anti-fascist rally in 
Stockholm on 30 November narrowly 
escaped disaster in a lunatic attack by 
a would-be mass murderer. As anti- 
racist marchers gathered in the King’s 
Garden, a lethal bomb was discovered 
hidden in the square. 


Police sources describe the bomb as a “pro- 
fessional job”, a live device made up of half a 
kilogram of Dynamex, a detonator and timer. 
The bomb, which was planted underneath a 
bench next to a short wall, was discovered 
accidentally by a television cameraman cov- 
ering the event. 

The police are markedly reluctant to give 
details of the makeup of the bomb, other than 
the fact that it was a “very real bomb”. 
According to one source, technicians have so 
far been unable to determine whether the 
bomb was actually set to detonate. One eye- 
witness at the scene reported that in the con- 
fusion as the square was evacuated, a police- 
man, or possibly a civilian, bent down and 
hastily disconnected a wire from the battery. 
If this report is correct, he may have prevent- 
ed a large-scale disaster. 

If the bomb had exploded, police experts 
say it would have caused damage up to 500 
metres away and most certainly killed or 
injured close bystanders. About 1,000 anti- 
fascists had gathered at the time it was dis- 
covered, shortly after a nazi rally had ended 
further down the square. Several hundred 
other people, including policemen, reporters 
and curious bystanders, were also present. 
Thus the stage was set for a Bologna-style 
massacre. 


Night of the hoodlums 


The anti-fascist rally on 30 November in 
Stockholm is a response to the annual fascist 
gathering to commemorate the death of their 
hero, Sweden’s 18th century warrior king, 
Karl XII. This is the evening when nazis tra- 
ditionally crawl out from under the rocks 


Piss-artist Anders Klarstrom and Sven Davidsson, 


where they have been hiding, to mingle with 
maggots and racist louts by the statue of Karl 
XII in King’s Garden square. For the past ten 
years or so, the nazi march has been effec- 
tively disrupted by anti-racist counter-demon- 
strations. 

The success of the anti-racists has been a 
source of increasing anger and frustration to 
the nazi hoodlums. As a result, the nazi 
stormtroopers have changed their tactics by 
encouraging violent street action, hoping to 
provoke a section of the youngest anti-racists 
to launch undisciplined attacks on well pre- 
pared skinhead thugs. These young anti- 
racists lack organisational and political expe- 
rience and may be manipulated by fascist 
provocateurs and infiltrators. 

These tactics have been paying off. The 
confrontations have become increasingly vio- 
lent in recent years, turning Stockholm into a 
besieged city. But the anti-racist forces have 
had to pay a handsome price in propaganda 
setbacks for this. As the evenings of 30 
November have ended in pitched battles, 
leaving shop windows smashed, cars wrecked 
and bystanders beaten up, the media and 
many ordinary citizens have blamed anti- 
racists for causing the disturbances. 

While it is certainly true that the anti-racist 
side has been embarrassed by the presence of 
an undisciplined tail of youngsters who seem 
less interested in fighting racism than in rais- 
ing trouble, much of the responsibility for the 
events lies with the police authorities. After 
all, it is the chief of the Stockholm police 
who issues the marching permit to the nazi 
hoodlums, knowing full well that he is there- 
by legalising the activities of the terrorist 
VAM organisation. Sweden is probably the 
only country in the world where the authori- 
ties allow a bona fide terrorist organisation to 
hold public meetings. 

Provocations in 1992 included an attack on 
the Red Room bookstore in central 
Stockholm, which is run by the Socialist 
Party, the Swedish section of the Fourth 


leaders of the Sweden 


Democrats, heading the 30 November march in Stockholm. 
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International. Thirty skinheads smashed the 
bookstore in a disciplined military-style 
attack. The entire sacking took less than 30 
seconds, during which a nearby restaurant 
owned by immigrants was also smashed. 

On 30 November 1992, the fascist side 
scored its first real success in years. Nazis, 
represented by the suit and tie fascists of the 
Sweden Democrats (SD) and guarded by a 
uniformed and masked VAM contingent, 
managed to hold their march to the statue of 
King Karl XII. The event was led by SD 
party leader Anders Klarstrém, a convicted 
criminal and close associate of high-ranking 
members of the terrorist Storm Network. 
Klarstrém, true to form, began the evening by 
pissing on the wall of Sweden’s national 
museum, before mustering his 150 support- 
ers. The march was short — less than 200 
metres from the assembly point to the statue — 
but successful due to an unprecedented police 
presence, which sealed off the area. Anti- 
racists were not allowed closer than 500 
metres. 

By accident, an anti-racist woman slipped 
into the midst of the fascist demonstration. 
When she was discovered, a group of masked 
VAM activists abused, kicked and beat her. 
The charge against the woman was led by 
nazi lunatic Olaf Hannu Jansson, who is 
known to have a few wires disconnected. It is 
to the everlasting shame of the police that 
they were satisfied with silently watching the 
attack from a distance. 

After the SD rally, a mob of nazi skinheads 
actively caused as much disturbance as they 
could in other parts of the city. British, 
German and Norwegian nazis, many of them 
armed with knives and clubs, reinforced this 
contingent, as well as the main SD rally. 

In contrast to Stockholm, in Lund in south 
Sweden, where the fascists stage a similar 
annual event, about 1,500 anti-racists man- 
aged successfully to block the fascist march. 
The police, generally more alert than their 
Stockholm colleagues, cancelled the fascists’ 
marching permit and escorted the nazis out of 
town. The entire evening was peaceful. 


Antisemitic outrages 


Far-right activity in the weeks leading up to 
30 November was unusually great. Much 
attention has been focused on the expected 
“anti-Zionist” convention, called by nazi revi- 
sionist historian Ahmed Rami. The conven- 
tion, which was supposed to be held on 28 to 
29 November, never took place, although 
Rami insisted that it was still on as late as two 
days before the date. 

What happened? It was only a_ bluff 
designed to give Rami media attention, 
according to some. Others believe the con- 
vention was actually a provocation intended 
to increase political tension before 30 
November. 

A look at the facts indicates that Rami had 
indeed called a conference, invited numerous 
guests and gained the full support of revision- 
ist top dog Robert Faurisson. But Rami’s call 
went out only six weeks before the conven- 
tion was to take place, possibly not allowing 
enough time to round up the expected 300 
guests from “all over the world”. 


It is also quite possible that too large a 
number of the expected participants backed 
down as they became aware of the forceful 
mobilisation against the convention that was 
taking place in Sweden. At any rate, Rami’s 
effort spelled fiasco. 

When Robert Faurisson arrived in Sweden 
for a brief chat with Rami and some of his 
allies, he was met by protests at the Arlanda 
airport. 

In the final run-up to 30 November, just as 
Rami cancelled his convention, Sweden saw a 
shocking outburst of antisemitism which left 
two major Jewish cemeteries in Stockholm 
desecrated. For two nights running, close on 
150 Jewish graves were daubed with nazi slo- 
gans and headstones toppled. 

The desecration, one of the most serious in 
Europe to date, shocked decent citizens and 
outraged the Jewish community. The Swedish 
Committee against Antisemitism responded 
immediately by calling for a protest meeting 
in Stockholm’s Raul Wallenberg Park. 
Although the protest was organised in less 
than two days, around 2,000 people and sev- 
eral prominent speakers turned out to 
denounce nazism and antisemitism. The 
meeting gained the support of the entire polit- 
ical spectrum. 

The events of the last week of November 
call for careful analysis by the anti-fascist 
forces. The nazis’ activities, which include 
Ahmed Rami’s operation, indicate they are 
increasingly gaining confidence. Although 
fewer nazis showed up for the 30 November 
demonstration, those who participated 
seemed better organised and more disciplined 
than ever before. 

The attempted bombing of the anti-fascist 
rally is by far the most serious such incident 
to occur in recent years. Although it will 
come as no surprise to serious anti-racists — 
who only wonder why it has not happened 
before — the attempted mass murder shows to 
what length the nazis are willing to go. They 
will stop at nothing. 


VAM biter bit 


A major success last year was the arrest in 
May of leading VAM _ soldier John 
Christopher Rangne and three of his associ- 
ates in Uppsala, north of Stockholm, as they 
tried to run a police roadblock with a carload 


Richard Fawcus, Milton Keynes organiser of the BNP (centre), with Swedish nazi 


terrorist chums in Stockholm on 30 November. His wife hails from Sweden. 


of weapons. In the trial that followed, Rangne 
was — at last — convicted of planning an 
armed bank robbery and sentenced to 18 
months in prison. 

Well, that will be the last of him for a 
while, everyone thought happily. Not so. A 
few weeks ago, Rangne escaped from prison 
and set up shop in familiar territory in the 
remote northwest part of Sweden; the same 
area where he and nazi killer Klas Lund oper- 
ated two years ago, when they were fleeing 
from the police following a much publicised 
arms caper that year. 

Rangne embarked on a tour of robberies, 
together with a pair of lunatic colleagues, 
hoping to set up a new VAM cell. Obviously 
a few months in prison have not done much 
to improve Rangne’s abilities, but this time he 
outdid himself. Rangne was recaptured — with 
a police dog taking a fair bite out of his 
behind — following an unsuccessful attempt to 
rob a local post office. He was armed with an 
axe, while a so far unidentified companion 
was carrying a shotgun. The police officers 


who recaptured Rangne were surprised this 
was the infamous VAM soldier; they had 
never seen such a bunch of amateurs. 

Two of Rangne’s associates, armed with 

shotguns, were arrested in his company. The 
trio are suspected of two other robberies in 
the same area during the last few weeks. 
@ VAM activist Stefan Lund, a younger 
brother of Klas Lund, has been sentenced to 
five years in prison for his part in an armed 
robbery early in 1992. 

Stefan Lund, who has a record of violent 
assaults, has played a key role in the nazi 
Storm Network in the last year. He has 
refused to say where he has stashed the loot — 
close to £100,000. The police suspect the rob- 
bery was carried out to strengthen the VAM 
war chest. 

In two separate trials another three VAM 
activists have been sentenced for bank rob- 
beries. In Alingsas, Karl Augustsson and 
Patrick Johansson received three and two 
years respectively for their parts in a robbery 
netting them £9,000. 


NORWAY 


Mad bomber 
banged up 


Two and a half years after leading a violent 
raid on peaceful anti-racist protesters at a 
racist meeting in Fevik, mad bomber Arne 
Myrdal is back where he belongs — behind 
bars. Myrdal claimed that he had acted in 
self-defence. The court was rather less than 
convinced and handed him a seven-month 
sentence. 

While the trial was going on, Myrdal was 
conveniently “beaten up” outside his own 
home. The attack, he said, was by anti-racists 
who wanted to take revenge for his actions in 
Fevik and this “showed the violence of the 
anti-racists”’. 


As the attack happened late on a Saturday 
night, local wags firmly believe it had more 
to do with over-indulgence at the local hostel- 
ry than with anti-racists. 

At the same time as Myrdal is eating por- 
ridge, Jan Holthe, leader of White Aryan 
Resistance (HAM), is busy polishing his bowl 
and spoon as he awaits trial for numerous 
attacks and harassment of anti-racists. 

Holthe’s nazi pal Petter Kristian Kyvik is 
also in trouble. Police are looking for him in 
connection with unspecified offences. 
Though he is in hiding, Kyvik, once jailed for 
hurling a bomb into a May Day demonstra- 
tion, is not one of Norway’s brightest sons 
and it is only a matter of time before he gets 
his collar felt. 

Racist parties in Norway, a country with 
only four million inhabitants, seem to multi- 
ply like rabbits. Unlike rabbits, however, 
there is nothing cute about this lot. 


The latest demented gang to appear on the 
scene is the so-called Norges Patriotisk 
Enhetsparti (NPE), led by Knut Westgard, a 
former Myrdal supporter and lieutenant in the 
army. 

The NPE has a 40-page programme and is 
the most thoroughly nationalist party to 
appear in Norway since the late and totally 
unlamented Vidkun Quisling’s Nasjonal 
Sammling. 

It is fortunate that the various racist parties 
in Norway — the NPE is racist party number 
five, by the way — are incapable of uniting, 
but Westgard has, nevertheless, set himself a 
big aim: to restore “a pure and white 
Norway”. 

We can look forward, no doubt, to seeing 
him or his supporters before a judge or a 
court martial at some stage. 


From our Norwegian correspondent 
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DENMARK 


Racism greets 
refugees 


Danish anti-fascists responded very quickly 
to the murder in Berlin of anti-fascist Silvio 
Meier and the nazi atrocity in MOlln, north 
Germany, with a demonstration several hun- 
dred-strong outside the German embassy in 
Copenhagen. 

The demonstration was an expression of 
the the militant spirit that has gripped Danish 
anti-racists and anti-fascists since the brutal 
nazi bombing of the headquarters of the 
International Socialists last year, in which 
anti-racist Henrik Christensen was killed. 

Danish racists are trying to seize on the 
plight of refugees from the civil war raging in 
Yugoslavia. Denmark has not given the fugi- 
tives refugee status, which means that they 
are held in disused barracks and on boats 
until their cases are decided. 

Two ships containing more than 1,000 
Yugoslav refugees are languishing in 
Copenhagen harbour and this has met with 
anxiety among the local population. While 
some people have reacted positively and 
organised voluntary initiatives to ease the 
stay for the refugees, there has been consider- 
able racist harassment. 

The office of a pro-refugee organisation in 
Copenhagen has been completely wrecked 
and nazi and racist stickers have appeared in 
greater quantities throughout the city. 

The Danish government has played a part 
in fuelling racist feelings through its draconi- 
an implementation of Danish asylum laws. 
Amnesty International has sharply criticised a 
number of the Danish government’s practices 
in connection with the asylum laws. 

This, however, seems to cut little ice with 
the government, which is currently discussing 
how to deal with unaccompanied refugee 
children. In many cases, decisions concerning 
refugee children are delayed until the children 
reach the age of 16 and then they are 
deported. 


From our Danish correspondent 


BELGIUM 


Minister gets fascist 
death threat 


Paula d’Hondt, Belgium’s Royal 
Commissioner for Migrant Policy, has 
become a central target for fascist death 
threats. Since November, both her home and 
her office have been given official protection 
against terrorist acts. 

These threats are widely believed to be 
linked with the rejection by all Belgium’s 
political parties of the fascist Vlaams Blok’s 
70-point racist programme, which is designed 
to turn Belgium into a “whites only” country. 

All other parties in the Flemish Council 
condemned the VB’s mass expulsion plans on 
19 November and stated that an “unbridge- 
able gulf’ stood between them and the 
fascists. 

The VB characteristically denounced the 
declaration as “rubbish”, but the signs are 
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that, under the impact of events in Germany, 
the tide is turning. 

Only a year ago, fascists gained 479,917 
votes in parliamentary elections (the VB took 
405,281 of these votes). Since then, an anti- 
fascist group called Objective has begun a 
petition calling for equal rights for migrants. 

On 24 November, precisely a year after the 
VB’s_ success, Objective was able to 
announce that it had collected almost 600,000 
signatures — more than the entire fascist vote. 
The group now aims to collect a million 
signatures. 

Opposition to the VB is not limited to peti- 
tions. More than 10,000 anti-fascists marched 
through the VB’s Antwerp stronghold at the 
end of November and clashes wrecked a cafe 
used as a VB gathering place. 

At arally heavily guarded by police on the 
same evening, more than 1,500 VB fascists 
gathered to hear would-be “fiihrer” Filip 
Dewinter warn his “soldiers of the right revo- 
lution” to prepare for “a German situation, 
yes even a civil war”. 

VB senator Wim Verreycken told the rally 
that “fascist is an honorary title” of which VB 
members could feel proud. 


From our Belgian correspondent 


AUSTRIA 


Haider's racist plan 


Jorg Haider, “yuppie fascist” leader of 
Austria’s far-right Freedom Party (FPO), has 
unveiled a 12-point plan for dealing with 
“Austria’s immigrant problem”. Among other 
things Haider wants a total ban on immigra- 
tion, immediate deportation of all foreigners 
with criminal records, draconian border con- 
trols staffed by special forces and drastic lim- 
its on the number of foreign children allowed 
in any school class. 

The plan also proposes that the constitution 
should be amended to state that Austria is not 
a country for immigrants. The programme 
was adopted on 21 October by the FPO’s 
executive council in which, since he cleaned 
out all opposition, Haider rules according to 
the Fiihrerprinzip. 

With the arrogance that befits the FPO’s 
now strong position as the third largest party 
in Austria and the second biggest in the capi- 
tal Vienna, Haider has issued an ultimatum to 
the Austrian parliament demanding that his 
racist programme is adopted as legislation 
within three weeks or there will be a national 
petition. 

The former prospect is unlikely, but it is 
probable that the FPO will easily secure the 


Support needed 


German anti-fascists and anti-racists still need support 
to build resistance against the neo-nazis. You can help 
by sending a donation to the German Anti-Fascist 
Solidarity Fund, c/o Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist 
Association, 4 The Cloth Market, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE1 1EA. Cheques should be made payable to German 
Anti-Fascist Solidarity Fund. 


100,000 signatures needed to get its pro- 
gramme debated in parliament. Opinion polls 
suggest that support for Haider’s plan to cre- 
ate a racist Reich in Austria will be 30 per 
cent or more and Haider himself has bragged 
that he will get more than a million signa- 
tures. He has condemned Austrian govern- 
ment moves, announced in December, to 
restrict further the right of asylum as “half- 
hearted”. 

A broad alliance of opposition to Haider’s 
programme has been formed by members of 
Austria’s two main parties, the trade unions 
and Church leaders, while the Austrian stu- 
dents’ organisation has launched a campaign 
urging a boycott of the petition. 

Further controversy around the issue erupt- 
ed in October when Helmut Schiiller, presi- 
dent of Caritas, Austria’s biggest charity, con- 
demned the existing asylum and immigration 
policies of the Austrian government and sin- 
gled out Interior Minister Franz Loschnack 
for special criticism because of his inhumane 
application of severe entry restrictions. 

Haider’s star is rising and he is attracting 
increasing support in neighbouring Germany. 
He has been officially invited to speak at 
more than 60 local branches of the FPO’s 
German sister party, the Free Democratic 
Party (FDP), which is led by the former 
German Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher. 

Haider, who praises Hitler’s Third Reich, 
has addressed well attended meetings of the 
FDP in Stuttgart and Bad Homburg, near 
Frankfurt am Main. Anti-fascists mounted 
protest demonstrations at both meetings and 
were refused entry. 

Not barred, and joining — along with the 
FDP “liberals” — in the thunderous applause 
for this sharp suited demagogue at both meet- 
ings, were members of fascist and nazi organ- 
isations including the Republikaner, the 
Deutsche Liga fiir Volk und Heimat, the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
and the former boss of the hardline nazi 
Freiheitliche Deutsche Arbeiterpartei, Martin 
Pape. 

Within days of Haider’s appearance in the 
Stuttgart suburb of Bad Cannstadt, the Jewish 
cemetery there was desecrated. And on 30 
October the new Jewish cemetery in the 
Austrian town of Eisenstadt was desecrated 
and smeared with swastikas, SS runes and 
slogans including “Jewish pigs”, “Foreigners 
out” and “Heil Haider”. 

A note left by the “Racial Socialist Aryan 
Resistance Movement” described Haider as 
the desecrators’ role model. 


From our Austrian correspondent 


= 


Children burned alive in nazi atrocity 


Despite the wave of national and international 
revulsion and outrage expressed at the horrif- 
ic murder of three Turks in a nazi fire-bomb 
attack in Mélln on 23 November and the 
announcement of a largely cosmetic (for con- 
sumption abroad) ban on _ the nazi 
Nationalistische Front, the intensity of nazi 
terror shows little sign of abating. 

Day after day new nazi firebombings and 
physical assaults are reported and nazis have 
been responsible for the murder of 23 people, 
the majority of them Germans, since the 
beginning of 1992. 

The weekend of 21-23 November, howev- 
er, saw some of the worst atrocities since the 
avalanche of fascist terror began, 15 months 
ago, with the pogrom in Hoyerswerda. As 
well as the widely-reported atrocity in MGlln, 
anti-nazi Silvio Meier was knifed to death by 
fascists in the Berlin Samariterstrasse U-bahn 
station and nazi skins murdered a 53-year-old 
German in Wuppertal. 

The Wuppertal killing was_ particularly 
gruesome. The victim, a butcher, was kicked 
and beaten by a fascist gang after he called 
them “Nazi pigs”. After beating the man, 
whom they took to be Jewish, to death, the 
nazis soaked his body with schnapps and set 
it ablaze. They then drove across the Dutch 
border to dump the charred remains. 

Amazingly, a spokesman for the State 
Prosecutor’s office in Wuppertal stated that 
“antisemitism played no role in the crime”. 

The “Bloody Weekend” of 21-23 
November drew thousands onto the streets in 
big anti-fascist demonstrations. It also 
exposed the total incompetence of the Bonn 
authorities. 

Federal Attorney-General Alexander von 
Stahl announced that, for the first time, his 
office would take responsibility for the inves- 
tigation into the Mdlln killings. He can now 
save himself the bother. Neo-nazi Michael 
Peters and an accomplice have confessed to 
the bombing and a trail leads back from them 
to the local organiser of the nazi 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands, 
who is alleged to have organised a whole 
series of terror actions in northern Germany. 

This contrasts with the steadfast refusal of 
von Stahl and the Bonn government even to 
consider the possibility that the nazi 
onslaught of the past 15 months was in any 
way a planned, coordinated affair. They have 
consistently denied that there was any politi- 
cal motivation behind the violence. 

MG6lln changed all that, but not because of 
the particularly vile nature of the deed but 
because the nazi terrorist firebombers called 
the fire brigade in M6lln and ended their mes- 
sage with “Heil Hitler”. 

According to von Stahl: “This clearly indi- 
cates that the unknown attackers want to re- 
establish a Nazi dictatorship in Germany.” It 
is equally noteworthy that for Kohl’s top legal 
bureaucrat the words rather than the murder- 
ous deed were what constituted “an attack on 
the inner security of the state”. 

Von Stahl’s justification for stirring out of 
his torpor of the past year is laughable and 
has far more to do with preserving Germany’s 
stained image in the outside world than with 
any nazi telephone call. 


German police in action against anti-fascists. 


With top law officers like von Stahl, guided 
by the likes of Helmut Kohl, who declined to 
attend the funeral of the victims in MOlln, it is 
hardly surprising that the nazi violence 
continues. 

It is likewise not surprising that noted and 
respected figures in the German Jewish com- 
munity, like writer Ralph Giordano, himself 
threatened with assassination by nazis, have 
called upon Jews to arm themselves and 
expressed wonder that other victims of the 
nazis have not done so. 

As Searchlight’s latest survey clearly indi- 
cates, the fascist terror is continuing. Since 6 
November (see Searchlight December 1992), 
we have monitored the following incidents: 

6 November, Zossen. Three nazi skinheads 
murder a 53-year-old man by beating him 
senseless, then burning him alive before 
throwing him into a_ lake. Berlin- 
Lichtenberg. Sieg-heiling mob of youths 
torch asylum-seekers’ home. Weisswasser. 
Refugee hostel bombarded with stones and 
bottles. 

7 November. Letzlingen. Racists attack 
two refugee centres. Erfurt. Nazis attack 
anti-fascists. Street battle ensues. Liibz. 
Clash between nazis and anti-fascists. Nine 
people injured. Romerstadt. Jewish cemetery 
desecrated. Steinbach. Jewish cemetery dese- 
crated. Hannover. Moslem cemetery dese- 
crated. Frankfurt an der Oder. Nazi 
Deutsche Alternative march banned. 
Emmerich. Bundeswehr soldiers storm 
Yugoslav restaurant, insulting and beating 
diners. Restaurant owner hospitalised. 

8 November. Berlin. Mausoleum of 
Prussian monarchs daubed with nazi slogans. 
Exertal-Fiitig. Firebomb attack on refugee 
centre. Wilhelmshaven. Nazis from the 
Deutschekameradschaftsbund break up liter- 
ary reading by Jewish broadcaster Lea Rosch. 
Firstenwalde. Police prevent attack by 
nazis, one armed with a pistol, on Turkish 
pub. Leipzig. Jewish cemetery desecrated. 

9 November. The Verfassungsschutz (inter- 
nal security service) reports that firebomb and 


explosives attacks are up by 33% on last year. 
Rostock. Seventeen nazis arrested in attack 
on demonstration against racism and _anti- 
semitism. Cologne. Nazi skins kidnap 27- 
year-old German and force him to drive them 
to France. After holding him for a day and 
savagely beating him, they let him go. 

10 November. Nazi rock band Tonstérung 
investigated by police after complaints by the 
local Jewish community about their lyrics. 
Kiel. Three Bundeswehr officers suspended 
from duty after hurling hand-grenade into 
refugee hostel. 

11 November. According to Bundeswehr 
Commissioner Biele, soldiers have taken part 
in attacks on refugees in 24 known cases, 
including three murders. It is also revealed 
that neo-nazis have held military exercises on 
four Bundeswehr training areas. Potsdam. 
Fascists invade courtroom where trial of for- 
mer East German frontier guard is being 
heard. 

12 November. The Bundeskriminalamt, 
Germany’s main police agency, admits that 
more than 2,000 investigations into nazi 
attacks this year are proceeding. 
Russelsheim. Three nazis arrested for daub- 
ing SS runes and swastikas. 

13 November. Berlin-Karlshorst. Nazi 
boneheads launch unprovoked assault on man 
and brutally beat him. Berenbostel, near 
Hannover. Ten nazi skins armed with clubs 
beat Turkish refugee. Wuppertal. Nazis mur- 
der 53-year-old man after mistaking him for a 
Jew. 

14 November. Berlin-Hellersdorf. Nazi 
skins brutally beat married couple after hus- 
band refuses to shout “sieg heil”. Husband 
hospitalised with fractured skull. Greifswald- 
Ladebow. Youths attack hostel for foreigners 
with stones. Langenau. More than £80,000 
damage to refugee hostel after fascist fire- 
bomb raid. Balingen. Fascists attack refugee 
hostel. Hamburg. Uniformed nazis appear at 
war memorial. Five arrested. Mannheim. 
Police arrest nazi band Tonstérung for race 
hate and using anti-constitutional symbols. 
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15 November. Halbe. Massive police 
deployments prevent the militaristic fascist 
spectacle at the Halbe military cemetery, 
scene of last year’s illegal demonstration. 
Numerous weapons confiscated and 12 nazis 
arrested. Michendorf. Nazis wreck motor- 
way cafe and wound four guests. 
Wilhelmshaven. Baby suffers facial injuries 
from flying glass after nazis hurl a swastika- 
inscribed hammer through refugee centre 
window. Hannoversch-Miinden. “Citizens’ 
initiative” openly promises “the biggest terror 
of all time” if a central reception centre for 
refugees is built. Local shops report record 
sales of licence-free weapons. 

16 November. Niederstetten. Fascist skin- 
heads attack two Vietnamese refugees and 
hospitalise a soldier who comes to their aid. 

17. November. Lychen. Rioting nazi 
youths wreck cafe. Genthin. Fascist bursts 
into refugee centre and terrorises residents 
with knife. Frankfurt an der Oder. Fascists 
lay siege to house occupied by left-wingers, 
smashing windows. Munich. A monk is 
kicked to the ground and beaten by skin- 
heads. Leipzig. Masked nazis stone Turkish 
telecommunications workers. 

18. November. Hungen. Shots from small 
calibre pistol fired into refugee hostel. 
Gemiinden-Niedergemiinden. Refugee hos- 
tel set ablaze. 

19. November. Duisburg. Shots fired into 
refugee hostel. Berlin. Police catch nazis 
painting swastika. 

20 November. Kassel. Racists set fire to 
basement of refugee hostel. Three residents 
taken to hospital suffering from inhalation of 
poisonous fumes. Brandenburg. Clashes 
between nazi boneheads and _anti-fascists. 
Several people wounded, including an anti- 
fascist stabbed through the lung. Rostock. 
Fascists riot in city centre, attacking passers- 
by and damaging cars. Essen. Fifteen-year- 
old Romany stabbed and seriously injured in 
fascist knife attack. Rathenow. Twenty nazis 
raid anti-fascists’ house and fire distress 
flares through the windows. Potsdam. 
Russian military cemetery desecrated. 
Regensburg. Police investigate the 680,000 
circulation weekly advertising paper 
Regensburger Wochenzeitung for publishing 
openly antisemitic material. Niirnberg. Nazi 
rock band Radikahl charged because of song 
titled Swastika. Leipzig. Nazis beat 24-year- 
old Swiss man with baseball bats, causing 
head wounds. Hannoversch-Miinden. 
Carmelo Sciacca, 58, official representative 
of the Italian Social Democratic Party, 
wounded by fascists after his son was also 
injured in clash between fascists and anti- 
fascists. 

21 November. Berlin-Friedrichshain. 
Anti-fascist Silvio Meier murdered by nazis. 
He is the twentieth nazi murder victim this 
year. Berlin-Prenzlau. Racists attack foreign 
cigarette dealers. Schéningen. Racists set 
door of asylum-seekers’ home ablaze. 
Stralsund. Nazis provoke brawl with asy- 
lum-seekers in pub. Eisenach. Clashes 
between fascists and foreigners. Hamburg. 
Racist hurls dummy hand-grenade through 
window of hostel for foreign children. 
Leipzig. Fascists stone refugee hostel. 

22 November. Members of the nazi 
Kameradschaft Spremberg attack four local 
youngsters. Leichlingen. Lebanese woman 
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shoots German neighbour with gas pistol 
after he attacks her. 

23 November. Mdlln. Three Turks, two of 
them girls aged 10 and 14, are murdered and 
nine injured in the worst nazi atrocity since 
the 31 January arson attack in Lampertsheim 
which also claimed three lives. Schotten. 
Racists set ablaze two cars outside refugee 
hostel. 

24 November. Bad Salzuflen. A 49-year- 
old Turkish man is knifed and seriously 
wounded by jack-booted nazis. Géttingen. 
Four nazi students desecrate Jewish memori- 
al. Police refuse to accept political motive. 
Struvenberg. Fascists completely wreck inte- 
rior of home for asylum-seekers. Bautzen. 
Nazis attack 14-year-old girl and carve a 
swastika in her cheek. Wetzlar. Racists shoot 
Turkish builder in knee. 

25 November. Nauen. Fascist youths storm 
refugee centre. Neustadt. Firebomb attack on 
sports hall used as hostel for refugees and 
homeless. Weisenheim. Nazis smash all win- 
dows at hostel for 40 asylum-seekers. Police 
say “there is no right radical background to 
the attack”. Neuruppin. Nazi arson attack on 
hostel for ethnic Germans from Russia. 

26 November. Berlin. Frank Schulz, a 
pimp and former officer of the fascist 
Republikaner, shoots and wounds man in pub. 
Gelsenkirchen-Hullen. Young fascists set 
fire to home for Yugoslav war refugees. 
Leipzig. Fascists smash windows at home of 
conservative Deutsche Sozialunion member. 

27 November. Wiirzburg. Three nazis 
from the group Volkssturm damage church 
with swastika daubings. Vreden. Racists 
heavily damage refugee centre with arson 
attack. Bavarian television refuses to broad- 
cast the memorial ceremony for the Mélin 
victims and instead displays a test card. 
Chancellor Kohl and Interior Minister Seiters 
refuse to take part in the same ceremony on 
the grounds that “the government cannot take 
part in condolences tourism”. Hamburg. 
Police beat up two Turkish mourners at the 
airport assisting with the flight of Mdlln vic- 
tims to Turkey. Hameln. A 21-year-old 
Bundeswehr soldier is arrested for stealing 
weapons from army weapons stores to meet 
orders placed by neo-nazis. 


For the best information on the 
nazism in Germany, these two 
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28 November. Calau. Police break up ille- 
gal demonstration by the nazi Nationale 
Offensive. Police arrest 17 nazis armed with 


knives and_ baseball _ bats. 
Lingen. Nazis torch refugee hostel. 
Marktredwitz. Turkish man, aged 19, 
stabbed by 38-year-old nazi skinhead. 
Hannover. Nazis fire flare rockets at 
Lebanese woman. Bautzen. Fascists wreck 
pizzeria. Stuttgart. Four nazis attack 16- 
year-old Korean and beat him with clubs and 
bicycle chains. Butzbach. Drunken German 
youths blitz refugee house with stones and 
bottles. Wiesbaden. Six fascists arrested after 
threatening Turkish woman and screaming 
“Down with the Jews”. 

29 November. Eberswalde. Renewed nazi 
attack on refugee barracks. One building 
completely burned out in petrol bomb attack. 
Hamburg. Heavy clash between skinheads 
and Turkish youths in city centre. 
Winsen/Luhe. Nazi firebomb attack on hos- 
tel for refugees. Plauen. Police arrest, then 
release, 37 nazis for taking part in an illegal 
meeting. Northeim. Nazi skins hospitalise 
two passers-by. 

30 November. Langenfeld. Arson attack 
on Turkish family’s home completely guts 
one room. Wiirzburg. Fascists torch refugee 
hostel. Potsdam. Russian war graves dese- 
crated again. Steinau. Racists stone asylum- 
seeker in open street. 

1 December. Magdeburg. Nazis smash 32 
windows at home for refugees. 

2 December. Munich. Karl Dersch resigns 
from the board of Deutsche Aerospace and 
the German Industry Association after it is 
revealed that he had flown the Imperial war 
flag in his garden. 

3 December. Ludwigsburg. Fascists set 

fire to refugee centre. Leipzig. Two 
Romanian refugee children beaten and badly 
injured by fascists. 
SOURCES: die tagezeitung; Berliner 
Zeitung; Frankfurter Rundschau, Die Welt; 
Junge Welt; Siiddeutsche Zeitung, Leipziger 
Volkszeitung; Géttinger Tageblatt, Neues 
Deutschland; Der Spiegel; Stern; Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung, Jiidische Allgemeine 
Wochenzeitung; ARD TV; ZDF TV; the office 
of Ulla Jelpke, MdB. 
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strong sense of international cooperation 
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Searchlight on a regular basis. 


Nazi collaborators back in the dock 


French justice has hit rock bottom in recent 
months. Several court cases against former 
Vichy collaborators have caused legal and 
political headaches. This turmoil goes back to 
the end of the second world war, when the 
Fourth Republic instigated enquiries into war 
crimes. A 15-year statute of limitations was 
introduced during the 1950s, resulting in 
charges against many Vichy collaborators 
being dropped. 

Now, the courts have decided some of these 
criminals can be prosecuted for crimes 
against humanity, but the legal hair-splitting 
causing the problem is whether Vichy was the 
same in intent and practice as the German 
Nazi regime, and therefore collaborated with 
Germany, or whether Vichy helped to “pro- 
tect” France and French Jews from the Nazis. 
To date no French officials of the Vichy state 
have been prosecuted successfully for crimes 
against humanity, only for treason or war 
crimes. 

One welcome court decision last month 
was that Paul Touvier, the Vichy collaborator 
who sent thousands to their deaths, must 
stand trial after all. Touvier, who escaped jus- 
tice for over 40 years by hiding in monaster- 
ies, earlier had all charges dropped due to 
“lack of evidence’. The scale of protest at 
this announcement was phenomenal, forcing 
the government to announce an immediate 
review of the case. The high court overturned 
the previous decision and Touvier will now 
stand in the dock after all. But as he is sick 
and French justice can be agonisingly slow in 
cases like this, it is doubtful if he will still be 
alive by the time the case comes to court. 
Vichy collaborators Maurice Papon and Réné 
Bousquet are also waiting to learn if they will 
be charged. 

Considering the upsurge in racist violence 
across Europe over the last few weeks, it has 
been a quiet month in France by comparison. 
The biggest incident to hit the news con- 
cerned the shooting of a young Arab by a 
baker in Reims, and that occurred three years 
ago. The case came to court last month and 
provoked widespread outrage and demonstra- 
tions in protest at the verdict when Marie- 
Jose Garnier was acquitted. 

Garnier, a baker, had shot dead 23-year-old 
Ali Rafa in cold blood after he tried to steal a 
couple of croissants. The court decided the 
killing was “a mistake” not a murder. Despite 
Garnier’s acquittal she was ordered by the 
government to pay compensation to Ali’s 
family. The Front National has started a soli- 
darity fund to assist her in paying up, while 
her lawyer, Henri Garraud, is well known for 
his fascist sympathies. 

Also back in court was Jean-Marie le Pen, 


who is currently awaiting sentence for an 
antisemitic joke he made several years ago. 
He had dubbed Jewish government minister 
Pierre Durafour “Durafour-Crématoire” (“gas 
oven-crematorium’’). In November the appeal 
court turned down his application to have the 
original ruling overturned and it is now offi- 
cial that the Front National is a racist and 
antisemitic organisation. Le Pen will probably 
be fined in two or three months. 

On a more positive note, a recent survey 
showed that 93 per cent of French people 


believe that Jews are “French like the rest of 


us”. The poll also recorded that 61 per cent 
think antisemitism is worse now than ten 
years ago, 67 per cent are extremely con- 
cerned about the rising tide of violence in 
Germany and 74 per cent think French Jews 
are in danger. 

Nouvelle Résistance, the third positionist 
group led by Christian Boucher, was recently 
exposed by anti-fascists as having infiltrated 
around 40 militants into Ecolo-J, the organi- 
sation for young Greens. They managed to 
take over four local groups before being dis- 
covered. Twenty-one members have now 
been expelled. Last year Nouvelle Résistance 
also. infiltrated the French Socialist 
International Movement. 

Nouvelle Résistance developed from a split 
in Troisiéme Voie (Third Way) a few years 
ago and is extremely active at present. It has 
formed a new international organisation 
called the European Liberation Front, which 
also contains members from various Belgian, 
Spanish and Italian groups. 

Members of the European Liberation Front 
visited Moscow recently, where they made 
contact with Alexander Dugin, editor of the 
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fascist magazine Dien, 
nationalist who leads 
Yeltsin, Sergei Baburin, president of the 
Council of Patriotic Forces, and Heidar 
Jamal, who is a director of the Islamic 
Renaissance Party. 

French fascists are very busy in eastern 
Europe at present, sending delegates regularly 
to meet with the rising fascist stars of the for- 
mer Soviet bloc. Elements, a magazine pub- 
lished by the French new right think-tank 
GRECE of Alain de Benoist, is now being 
published in a Russian-language edition too. 

Nouvelle Résistance has also been involved 
in populist campaigns against Euro-Disney 
and MacDonalds as part of its anti-American 
strategy and apart from its activities on the 
ecological front, it has taken on board region- 
alist campaigns, offering its support to 
the Corsican and Basque independence 
movements. 

Troisi¢me Voie itself, led by Jean-Gilles 
Malliarakis, is shrinking fast and has aban- 
doned its third position ideology in order to 
remain close to the Front National. 

Roger Bambuck, the black former minister 
for sport under Michel Rocard’s government, 
has announced he is to stand against sitting 
MP Marie-France Stirbois, who is the Front 
National’s only member in the National 
Assembly. Stirbois was married to Jean- 
Pierre Stirbois, who was one of the top mem- 
bers of the FN before his car collided fatally 
with an anti-fascist tree some years back. 
Mme Stirbois likes to present herself as “just 
a housewife”, but in fact she not only has a 
seat in parliament, but is also a local council- 
lor and a regional MP. We wish Bambuck a 
landslide victory against this “housewife”. 
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s a feature of Searchlight’s 
AA istersations coverage, the 
research department of the 
Center for Democratic Renewal 
presents a regular column on the 


activities of the far right in the 
United States. 


After predicting that 1992 would bring them 
unprecedented success, the far right ended the 
year with decidedly mixed results. Klansmen 
and neo-nazis fared poorly at the ballot box, 
although they showed an enduring penchant 
for violence. Far right conservatives bur- 
rowed deeply into the Republican Party, 
readying themselves for a battle to seize the 
party from mainstream conservative standard 
bearers. 

Pat Buchanan brought a strong America- 
first chorus to its feet during his early 
Republican Party primary opposition to 
George Bush. Buchanan’s success forced 
Louisiana white supremacist David Duke to 
the sidelines. But by the California primary in 
June, his vote had dwindled to 10%. He had 
enough clout, however, to bully his way onto 
the main stage at the Republican Party con- 
vention in August. 

Televangelist Pat Robertson, whose 
Christian Coalition controlled 300 of the con- 
vention’s 1,200 delegates, did likewise. 
Buchanan and Robertson declared a “cultural 
war” against the rest of the country. Despite 
the best efforts of Bush campaign boss James 
Baker, the convention left a bitter aftertaste 
for most people. 

Although Bush lost badly, the Christian 
Coalition ran strong local and state cam- 
paigns. It aimed at board of education and 
county supervisor posts. From California to 
Kansas to Louisiana and Georgia, Christian 
right activists slipped into Republican Party 
posts — often unnoticed. When they cam- 
paigned openly, it was in opposition to abor- 
tion rights, sex education in schools, civil 
rights for gays and lesbians and affirmative 
action in hiring people of colour. They want 
“creationism” and Biblical inerrancy to 
replace evolution in school curricula. 

Lon Mabon’s Oregon Citizens Alliance 
spent $1.8 million pushing an amendment to 
the state constitution which would have pro- 
hibited any civil rights laws for gay people. It 
lost, but not before human rights activists 
spent $2 million in opposition. A similar 
Christian right ballot initiative in Colorado 
was passed. 

Ross Perot’s on-again, off-again presiden- 
tial campaign drew the support of Willis 
Carto’s antisemitic Liberty Lobby. After 
abandoning Bo Gritz and the Populist Party 
in a sectarian spitting match, the Liberty 
Lobby declared Perot the last best hope for 
“populists” and “patriots”. Now that the elec- 
tion is over, the Lobby’s Spotlight tabloid is 
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urging its readers to join the Perot campaign 
organisation and take it over for themselves. 

While it is doubtful whether the Liberty 
Lobby’s support did Perot any good, it posi- 
tively derailed Bo Gritz’s own ambitions. 
After spending half a million dollars, Gritz 
received less than 100,000 votes in the 19 
states where he managed to get onto the bal- 
lot. The Populist Party, which hoped for suc- 
cess by supporting the former Green Beret 
Colonel, is now bracing itself for a new round 
of defections and splits. Gritz’s own organisa- 
tion, America First! Coalition, is rumoured to 
be establishing its own political party. 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan leader Thom 
Robb’s run at an Arkansas state representa- 
tive seat ended before it started when the 
Republican Party knocked him off the ballot, 
claiming that he could not represent the party. 
Now Robb is urging his followers secretly to 
join other political parties and keep their Klan 
affiliations to themselves. Mimicking 
American cold war fantasies, Robb calls these 
secret Republicans “sleepers”. 

Gritz’s campaign looked as if it received a 
boost last August when his high profile nego- 
tiations ended the armed standoff between 
200 federal agents and white supremacist 
Randy Weaver. During September and 
October, every Gritz campaign rally in west- 
ern Montana, eastern Washington or northern 
Idaho attracted 500 to 600 supporters. But 
Gritz received only 10,000 votes in Idaho — 
most of them in the southern portion of the 
state, far from Weaver’s mountain ridge. 
Gritz simply did not understand the con- 
stituency he was trying to develop. Many so- 
called Christian patriots do not have marriage 
certificates or social security cards, much less 
register to vote. 

Instead, Colorado Identity leader Pete 
Peters gathered most of the steam generated 
by the Weaver shootout. Peters’ October 
meeting drew a broad spectrum of the far 
right: from former Moral Majority minister 
Greg Dixon to the bloodthirsty Aryan Nations 
leader Louis Beam. Weaver’s trial is set for 
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February in Boise, Idaho and it is expected to 
be a white supremacist rallying point. 

While faring poorly in the voting booth, 
neo-nazis continued their street violence. 
Skinheads Marvin Gustaffson and Gerald 
Rapali were charged with beating to death an 
Asian-American youth in Olympia, 
Washington on 9 August. The following 8 
September, Chris Lindholm, 23, shot an inter- 
racial couple in Spokane and was arrested 
while spouting about the Phineas Priesthood. 

In Portland, four skinheads threw fire- 
bombs at the home of a gay man and a les- 
bian in October, burning them both to death. 
And Church of the Creator (COTC) member 
George Loeb was sentenced to life imprison- 
ment for the racist murder of an African 
American serviceman in Jacksonville. 

A prominent witness at Loeb’s trial was 
Steve Thomas, COTC leader and former 
Vietnam veteran. Ben Klassen divested him- 
self of COTC property in June and sold most 
of his North Carolina encampment to William 
Pierce, author of the neo-nazi terror novel 
Turner Diaries. Klassen did keep a small land 
parcel for his own graveyard and another for 
a COTC centre. But Thomas and the rest of 
the COTC_ re-located themselves to 
Milwaukee. 

The nominal leader is a young skinhead 
named Mark Wilson from Kenosha, who uses 
the pseudonym Brandon O’Rourke. They 
have established an encampment in rural 
Wisconsin, similar to the one they built in 
Ontario, Canada. 

The Canadian COTC is lead by George 
Burdi, who calls himself Reverend Eric 
Hawthorne. Burdi now heads the group’s 
band, RAHOWA, pushing out Daniel 
Voskergian, who calls himself Dan 
Armstrong. COTC leaders are fond of 
pseudonyms, but they dropped the pretence 
when announcing that another of their mem- 
bers was a “martyr”. They did not announce 
the cause of his death, but 20-year-old skin- 
head Grant Gabriel dropped dead during 
paramilitary training outside Toronto. 
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FASCIST EUROPE 


The Rise of Racism and 
Xenophobia 
Glyn Ford, MEP 


On 23 November 1992, three women 
were burnt to death in a neo-Nazi attack 
on a long-established Turkish community 
in Germany. In the UK and in France, 
Jewish cemeteries and synagogues and 
Muslim mosques have been defiled. 
Throughout Europe, racist attacks are on 
the increase. How widespread is the 
threat? And what can be done? 
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